U.K. hopes U.S. will resume dialogue 

BAHRAIN (R) — British Heme Office MtaMcr David Mdor ms gaoled 
Sunday as saying the Palestine liberation Or^^on (PLO) sfaoald oat 
mart to violence fa response to the D& 4 ***#*\ to nnpmrt Us dUocoe 
with the org anis a tion MeBor, an outspoken former Foreign Office 
■dnfater, urged the FLO to rate cab by radical factions for attacks to 
Wtobfisn for Wiahta g fa n’g move tost Wednesday. "The ugaolsarion 
should rtafise the fact that moderation fa to only link with Washington,” 
MeOor, who is on a Guff Arab tonr, told Bahrain’s daSy A1 Ayam In m 
fatervievr. "1 tUnk it is Important for the FLO which has ptaed major 
hrternatkmal r cCT fatt fa n, a thtag that was not p os rib i e bdbre, to take 
Imons from what had happened,” Mdtor said. Abed what he meant by 
ktoons, he said: “I think the FLO s ho ul d not allow any act that takes M 
back to the previous shnattaa of direct bmlranent In lerrorU attacks.” 
MeBor add the United Stales had a vital rote In any Middle East settlement 
"and it was b u p m ta nt to mafartain d i al ogu e wtth all parties tnvqtvcd. 
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Solidarity split deepens 

WARSAW (R) — Top Sofldarity Agora itdped Crow Lech Wakaa^s 
i ffWiMi ponatoft Sunday, aocariog Urn of undermining the government 
and fting be a despot. Walesa's Citizens’ Committee, die group that 
masterminded Solidarity’s victory over the Communis t s to eketions fate 
year, was torn apart as a tfafrrf of Us membets quit, “Itotfl today we were 
togetba 1 . From t o d a y we differ f undamen tally on what democracy is »ao 
what it is not}” add Adam Mdadk, editor of die Solidarity iKespaper 
Gazeta Wyborcza and one of the most iaflncntial defection. 


aukhig to become president of Poland and accusing the government of 
creattog a new political monopoly. “SoBdafty b not threatening any 
monopoly. The rad danger b the emergence of extremism to Felsh 
political Bfe,” Geremek said. A weary Walesa rose to fab fed: time after 


of being power-hungry and authoritarian. 
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Crown Prince 
leaves for London 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday left for London on an 
official visit to Britain, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. It did 
not give details, but said the 
Crown Prince will meet with 
senior British officials. 

Finnish minister 
opens talks in Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — Finnish 
Foreign Minister Perth Paasio, 
l touring the Middle East, opened 
' talks with Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Faronq AJ Sfaaraa in Damas- 
cus Sunday. “We are makin g 
these contacts because Finland is 
now a member of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council and we should know 
what is happening in the region,” 
Paasio told reporters when he 
arrived Saturday night. Officials 
said Paasio would discuss the 
Arab- Israeli conflict, Lebanon 
and bilateral cooperation and 
would meet President Hafez A1 
Assad and Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Zou’bi before leaving 
for Jordan Tuesday. 

C U.N. official 
visits Yemen 

SANAA (R) — An official of the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) arrived in 
Sanaa Sunday to examine condi- 
tions in the newly declared 
Yemeni Republic, die Yemeni 
News Agency (SABA) said. 
UNDP Deputy Director Moham- 
mad Abdullah Nour told the 
agency that he would discuss with 
Yemeni officials ways of increas- 
ing U.N. support for develop- 
ment projects. 

Several wounded til 
Algerian election 
clash 

ALGIERS (R) — Several people 
were wounded in clashes over 
election results in the southern 
Algerian town of Beniane Satur- 
day night, the Algerian news 
agency APS said Sunday. It said 
(, police intervened with tear-gas 
Sunday to end the disturbances in 
which shops were also burned. 
APS said fights broke out after a 
provincial judicial committee re- 
jected a complaint of poll irregu- 
larities by die ruling National 
liberation Front (FLN) and the 
opposition Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS). Both were defeated 
by independents in the June 12 
municipal elections in Beniane, 
40 kilometres north of the south- 
ern dty of Ghardaia. 

Blast kills 
Amal official 

SID ON (AP) — A booby- 
trapped car exploded Sunday 
near this southern port dty, ■kiil- 
- ing Hussein Hijazi, the regional 
security commander of the 
\ Syrian-backed Amal militia, 
police said. They said three of his 
aides were wounded in the blast 
and rushed to a hospital in Sidon, 
40 kilometres south of Beirut. 
The car blew up when Hijazi 
started the ignition, a police 
spokesman said. He said the car 
was parked outside HijazTs base 
in Ghaziyeh, five kilometres 
south of Sidon, provincial capital, 
of South Lebanon. No one 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

Liberian peace talks 
resume Monday 

MONROVIA (R) — The Libe- 
rian government resumes peace 
talks Monday with rebels who 
\ have used the two-week recess to 
advance towards President 
Samuel Doe's embattled capital, 
Monrovia. The talks in Freetown, 
capital of neighbouring- Siena 
Leone, are seen by many Libe- 
rians as a last chance to avert an 
assault on Monrovia. 

Ethiopia rebels claim 
capture of 2 towns 

NAIROBI (R) — Ethiopian re- 
bel forces said Sunday they had 
annihilated two Ethiopian army 
brigades and captured the towns 
of Mehal Meda and Molale, 170 
V kilometres northeast of the capit- 
al Addis Ababa. Tbe radio of the 
Ethiopian People's Revolution- 
ary Democratic Front (EPRDF), 
monitored in Nairobi, said its 
forces had killed 595 troops* 


Iranian quake toll 
seen over 50,000 

New tremors complicate relief efforts 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Another major earth tremor 
rocked Iran’s devastated Caspian 
region Sunday, compounding the 
misery of survivors and impeding 
relief efforts after a far more 
powerful earthquake killed up to 
50,000 people three days ago. 

The national news agency 
IRNA siad the new quake, 
measuring 5.7 on die open-ended 
Richter Scale, jolted the gilan 
provincial capital of Rasht at 1:16 
p.m. (0946 GMT), triggering 
landslides that blocked main 
roads. 

There was no immediate report 
of fresh casualties. 

“Don't ask me how many are 
dead. Ask how many have sur- 
vived,” a villager from Ropteh, 
near the northwestern dty of 
Zanjan, said of the 7 3 quake that 
flattened a dozen towns and 
countless villages early Thursday 
while most people slept. 

The fresh quake in GO an pro- 
vince and 60 other tremors in the 
region in the past 24 houn caused 
fresh landslides, hampering relief 
work and adding to the anxieties 
of half a million people made 
homeless. 

Health workers donned masks 
as they tried to disinfect ruins in 
Gilan and neighbouring Zanjan 


province threatened by disease 
from decaying bodies and con- 
taminated water. 

A milder tremor registering 4.9 
rattled southern Iran on Sunday. 
IRNA said the shock caused 
panic but no loss of life or proper- 
ty in Farsan, a nigged region of 
Chaharmal and Bakhtyari pro- 
vince 500 kilometres south of 
Tehran. 

International relief supplies 
poured into the country from 
diplomatic friends and foes alike 
to help the Tehran government 
cope with the worst natural disas- 
ter in modem I ranian history. 

Rescue workers were still 
strugglin g to reach some moun- 
tain villages that remained inac- 
cessible 85 hours after the big 
quake. 

Dozens of planeloads of relief 
supplies landed in Tehran, but 
the radical newspaper Jomhuri 
Idami urged that no help should 
be accepted from the United 
States and other countries whose 
hands “are stained with the blood 
of the Iranian people.” 

The foreign ministry, however, 
denied that foreign relief teams 
were barred from the stricken 
area and stressed that “due to the 
magnitude of the disaster,” Iran 
would accept all such aid. 


Rescuers aided by police dogs 
pulled bodies from the rubble. A 
team of 205 French rescue work- 
ers arrived in the region with 18 
search dogs and 35 tons of equip- 
ment, television reported. 

Officials said that during the 
next two days at least 32 relief 
flights from nine countries were 
scheduled to land at Tehran air- 
port. 

An official said they included 
11 planes from West Germany 
carrying 145 tons of supplies, plus 
a field hospital with two medical 
teams, and nin e flights from Tur- 
key. 

Other flights announced to the 
office of the U.N. Disaster Relief 
Coordinator (UNDRO), were to 
arrive from Bangladesh, Japan, 
Canada, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Pakistan, Switzerland and Bri- 
tain, he said. 

Iran also asked for help from 
U.N. experts in improving com- 
munications, which continued to 
pose problems in the quake zone. 

The International Red Cross 
said Friday Iran expressly stated 
il did not want satellite com- 
munications equipment to be in- 
cluded in die relief supplies. 


(Coutfaued on page 2) 


Lebanese 

group 

claims 

attack 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — A 
Lebanese group called Dawn 
Forces claimed responsibility 
Sunday for an abortive seaborne 
attack against Israel. It said two 
of its men were killed. 

“The unit of martyr Jamal A1 
Habbal tried to cross to Palestine 
and dashed with a Zionist naval 
patrol. Two stragglers were killed 
and one of the dinghies sank. The 
other members of the unit re- 
turned to their base,” the pro- 
Iranian group said. 

An Israeli army spokesman in 
occupied Jerusalem said Saturday 
night an Israeli gunboat des- 
troyed a boat with “plans to 
strike at northern Israel.” 

There were conflicting reports 
about the dash. 

Israel said only one guerrilla 
boat was involved with two guer- 
rillas killed. 

Lebanese police said Israeli 
patrol vessel spotted two robber 
dinghies with outboard motors, 
each carrying four guerrillas, at 
10 :55 p.m. (1955 GMT) Saturday 
as they sailed south of Tyre to- 
wards Israel. 

The Israelis opened up with 
cannons and machine guns, sink- 
ing one of the dinghies and killing 
three of the guerrillas on board, 
said a police spokesman in Tyre, 
80 kilometres south of Beirut. 
The fourth man was reported 
missing. 


Israel threatens to kill more 

PLO vows to fight 
Israeli ‘civil guards’ 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said Sunday it would fight 
Israeli civilian guards sent to tbe 
occupied territories to protect 
Jewish settlers as if they were 
occupation forces. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, political 
adviser to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, told a news conference, 
“These militias are led by reserve 
officers and benefit from the pro- 
tection of the regular Israeli 
army, and we will fight every 
settler who plunders our land.” 

“The Israel decision to autho- 
rise these Israelis to bear aims 
and kill Palestinians on the pre- 
text of defending settlements 
established by force on land grab- 
bed from Palestinians, means it 
has decided to intensity the mur- 
der of Palestinians,” Abu Sharif 
said. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens announced Saturdy 
the creation of the first two units 
of “civilian guards” in the settle- 
ments of Kyriat Aiba and Ariel. 

Abu Sharif accused Israeli au- 
thorities of having intensified rep- 
ression of Palestinians in the last 
48 hours, especially in the Jeru- 
salem region. 

He said the Israeli army had 
killed two Palestinians and 
wounded more than 230 during 
tbe last two days. 

This was designed to favour a 


plan to settle Jews in tbe occupied 
territories, especially around 
Jerusalem, he added, and he 
challenged U.S. President 
George Bush to respond. 

“The PLO is watching the reac- 
tion of Bush to these massacres 
and this Israeli aggression against 
Palestinian civilians, and whether 
be will adopt a balanced posi- 
tion,” Abu Sharif said. 

“Bush can stop Israel by re- 
specting, as president of the Un- 
ited States, American law which 
allows for cutting aid to any 
country that massively violates 
human rights,” he said. 

Israeli police chief Yaacov Tur- 
ner warned Jerusalem Sunday 
that police would kill more of 
them if they continued anti- 
Israeli demonstrations. 

“Israeli police exercise 'out- 
standing restraint* but there is 
also a limit to the restraint,” 
Turner told a news conference 
after two days of protests in the 
shadow of the Old City walls last 
week in which three Arabs died. 

“If those who live in the Sil- 
wan, Abu Tor and Ras A1 
Amoud won’t grasp the concept 
that there is a limit and a line not 
be crossed, more will be killed,” 
be said, referring to districts in 
Arab East Jerusalem where there 
has been a spate of anti-Jewish 
violence. 
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A plane being loaded Sunday with Jordanian medicine and refief supplies for Iran (Petra photo) 

12 tonnes of Jordanian relief 
supplies airlifted to Iranians 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two planes car- 
rying 12 tonnes of medical sup- 
plies left Amman for Iran Sun- 
day in a humanitarian gesture 
to provide relief services to 
thousands of victims of a devas- 
tating earthquake which has 
claimed the lives of 50,000 peo- 
ple in north-western Iran. 

Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
Tan announced in a regular 
parliamentary session Saturday 
that medical supplies and a 
medical relief team would be 
sent to Iran under directives 
issued by His Majesty King 
Hussein. 


“We have sent 12 tonnes of 
medical supplies that include 
antibiotics, glucose, bandages, 
pain-killers, first aid supplies 
and other medicaments to 
Iran,” Minister of Health 
Mohammad A1 Zaben told the 
Jordan Times Sunday. 

“Iran has asked that we only 
send medical supplies and no 
medical team,” he said. 

The Ministry of Health don- 
ated 4.5 tonnes of the relief 
supplies, and the rest was don- 
ated by four Jordanian phar- 
maceutical companies, the 
minister said. 

Iran has reportedly discour- 
aged foreign medical teams 
from going there to help in 


relief efforts. The Pakistani 
embassy, which looks after Ira- 
nian interests in Jordan after 
Amman broke diplomatic ties 
with Tehran in 1981, said it had 
very little information on the 
aid. 

‘The whole aid issue has not 
been discussed with us,” said 
Mohammad A1 Hassan, the 
second secretary at the embas- 
sy. “It seems that the contacts 
may have been made directly 
through the foreign ministers 
here and in Tehran,” Hassan 
said. 

The United Nations in Gene- 
va said that Iran ■ was still dis- 
coaraging foreign workers from 
coming to their aid. 


Abdul 
Meguid 
heads 
for U.S. 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid 
departed Sunday for Washington 
with a letter from Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak to President 
George Bush concerning the 
Middle East peace process. 

Mubarak decided to send his 
foreign minister to Washington 
after a telephone conversation 
Saturday with Bush. 

“My trip to Washington comes 
after the contacts that President 
Bush held with President Mubar- 
ak to discuss new developments 
in die Middle East and to try and 
find way to push the peace pro- 
cess forward,” Abdul Meguid 
told reporters before his depar- 
ture. 

He said that after conveying 
Mubarak’s message, be would fly 
to Rome for talks with Italian 
officials. He said his talks there 
would centre around coordina- 
tion between Egypt and tbe 
European Community (EC) in 
the political and economic 
spheres. 

Egypt has publicly regretted 
the U.S. suspension of dialogue 
with tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and hopes 
Washington wfll reverse it as soon 
as possible. 

Abdul Meguid was accompa- 
nied by Mubarak’s top political 
advisor Osama A1 Baz. 

The PLO has called for an 
Arab foreign ministers meeting 
'Wednesday to discuss the U.S. 
decision to break off talks — 

(Continued on page 2) 


Giants Brazil crashes out; 
Germans overpower Dutch 

ROME (Agenda) — Bmfl otaiulilul oat of World Cap Sunday, victim* of 
bod tack, titer awn toctiai and a breakaway gaol by cha m p i on* Argentina to 
whrt coold hardy be described as a show of Latin American footing, while 
West Germany sorted the NctherJank to an GB-tempcral battle which pitted 
the two European gia n ts . 

IT the much cvfekbed defence and attack style of the Bnufibns was to be 
Mamed Bor tbebr fsflmne to reach the quarter-thuds of the cap, the story of toe 
Netherlands was one of wasted opport uniti es and snpcrfe sfcJBs of the West 


The record boob wffl show tint three-times winners Brazil loot to an 80th 
...I.... genl by n— Commgto* 

But Just as vftal an tndde nt ca m e 10 l ahartn earlier when Bnafi’s Matter 
pounced on a neat fficfc by striking partner Caraca. 

The Mg Torino star, Ms path to pal Mocked, instinctively wheeled round 
to defiver the final, te fllu g pm only to see an empty penalty area. 

after a string of wasted etaoew , BrariTs airii critic iatd tactic of 
vo men up ttoot was never more craefiy exposed. 

“We sbeold never have tried to play this kind of European fbotbafl,” said 
a bitter Paaio Soares who bad tr a v ell ed to Italy from the southern dty of 
Santa C a t ari na. 

Brad, whose magkafiy gifted sides nor mall y a tt rac t . t he sappu c t of most 
neutrals, have not been efinskuded so early from the World Csp since 1964 to 


Twice cham pions West Germany reached the q aa rt e r-fiaab of the csp 
when they beat tbe Netherlands 2-1 to an IB-teaspercd ba tt l e in which both 
aides bad a phycr sent off. 

Second bag goals from Juctgen KHn s mana and Andreas Bretune earned 
tbe Gerawos a quarter-final match against Cxechoskmtkia to Mftn next 
Snaday. 

A penalty Oram defender Ronald Koeasaa came too trie to rescue tbe 
IbtdL 

Tbe low point of tbe match came after 22 nrinotes when Dutch defender 
Frank Rflkamnl and opposing striker RwU Voder were seat off by 
Argentine referee Juan Carlos Locstan foBowteg a goahnocth co nfron tation. 

Dutchmen Jan Wooten and Marco van Hasten and West German captai n 
Lotbar Mattbaens were d boobed. 


Sharon: No settlement of 
emigres in W. Bank, Gaza 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Haw- 
kish Housing Munster Ariel Shar- 
on said Sunday that Israel would 
not settle Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Sharon, speaking to reporters 
after meeting an international 
Zionist group, said the govern- 
ment would concentrate its 
efforts on housing the newcomers 
within Israel’s “green line”. 

“Because of he problems in- 
volved immigrants will not be 
sent across the green line,” said 
Sharon, who heads a ministers] 
committee on imigration. 

He said, however, that Israel 
would not stop its settlement 
drive in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

“It does not mean that other 
people cannot settle in any place. 
Construction will be continued, 
in accordance with government 
policy, in all parts of the land of 
Israel,” he said. 

“But as far as the immigrants 
are concerned, they would not be 
settled — because of the prob- 
lems we have — beyond the 
green line,” Sharon said. 

Sharon gave no due as to bow 
this policy would be im- 


plemented, and whether immig- 
rants would actuality be pre- 
vented from settling in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Latest statistics to emerge 
through a government news 
blackout showed 43,000 Soviet ' 
Jews had arrived in Israel during 
the first five months of 1990, but 
only a few hundred had settled in 
the occupied territories. 

Palestinians fear that any in- 
crease of the Jewish population in 
the occupied territories will be at 
their expense and Soviet presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev says he 
wfll reconsider reformed exit laws 
if his country's Jewish emigrants 
settle on the occupied territories. 

Sharon said efforts to house the 
flood of newcomers would centre 
on tbe almost unihabited Naqab 
desert and predominantly Arab 
Galilee and Wadi Arra areas. 

Israel expects the influx of 
Soviet Jews to reach 250,000 this 
year alone. At least one million 
Soviet Jews have applied for exit 
visas. 

Many Jews leaving the Soviet 
Union are prevented from going 
to their preferred destination, the 
United States, by U.S. quotas. 


Battle ends over Higher Court of Justice, but debate is not over 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — A thorny con- 
troversy pitting the executive 
authority against he legislative 
body has come to an end with 
Saturday's endorsement by the 
Lower House of an amend- 
ment to a law related to tbe 
Higher Court of Justice, but 
the debate is continuing among 
legal and g ov ernm ent circles 
about the consequences of the 
legislation. 

The controversy revolved 
around whether the Higher 
Court of Justice be empowered 
to accept challenges to govern- 
ment decisions related to trans- 
fer, retirements, pension, 
salaries and disciplinary action 
against civil servants. 

The government has been 
arguing that designating the High" 
er Court of Justice as the sole 
arbitrator in administrative deri- 
sions related to civil servants would 
result in delayed bureaucratic ac- 
tion and in excess workloads war- 
* ranting oABAmal judges and staff 


which in turn add further Fnantial 
burden on the e x ec uti ve authority. 

“Some estimates Indicate that 
we might need at least 100 more 
judges to cope with the flood of 
appeals against administrative de- 
cisions,” said Minister of Justice 

Yousef Mbeidecn in a recent inter- 
view with tbe Jordan Times. “Hist 
of all, we do not have that many 
competent judges, and second the 
financial burden of employing 

diem as well as support staff will 
also be heavy.” 

According to the minister, tbe 
government favoured a built-in 
panel which can deal with chal- 
lenges » p{ne administrative deri- 
sions, and a further three-phase 
system — the Court of First Inst- 
ance, the Appeals Court and then 
the Supreme Coart to 
accommodate complaints from 
rivO servants who are not happy 
with the derisions of the adminis- 
trative structure. 

“This will eliminate tbe Sow of 
superfluous cases to court,” Mbei- 
decn, a lawyer by profession and a 
member of dm Lower House, told 
the Jordan Times. 

However, lawyers in private 
practice contended that the gov- 
ernment was exagge rat ing the 


volume of expected workload at 
■the Higher Court of Justice. 

“It is true that there win a slight 
rise in cases,” said lawyer Taher 
HDonat. “But, by nature, our civil 
servants are not prone to take 
every case to court. In any event, a 
few more judges, who are efficient, 
competent and aware of tbe role of 
the administrator will serve the 
purpose.” 

Furthermore, approaching the 

Higher Conn of Justice “Is an 
expensive affair which an average 
civil servant, cannot afford.” 
according to HDonat, a former 
minister. 

In any event, the fundamental 
element remains that tbe amend- 
ment to the law contributes to 
“building a critical balance be- 
tween an efficient, impartial and 
competent administrative author- 
ity and the rights of the indi- 
vidual.” Hikmat told tbe Jordan 
Times. 

“It is true that the administrative 
authority will be embarassed at. 
first to find its derisions dial-' 
lenged ” the lawyer agreed. “But, 
then' we are Irving in a new demo- 
cratic era and a new phase in the 
life of Jordan, and challenges 
against government decisions are a 


way of life in any democratic coun- 
try.” 

“It helps create models and pat- 
terns of administrative behaviour 
and establish traditions of impar- 
tial, efficient administrators who 
will not abuse power,” he added. 

These were tbe key arguments 
also raised in tbe Lower House by 
deputies, some of them veteran 
lawyers, who pushed tbe amend- 
ment through by a 34-31 vote 
Saturday. 

According to Hussein Mjally. a 
former president of the Jordan Bar 
Association and the serving chair- 
man of the Legal Committee of the 
House, the changes to the law will 
“further improve the administra- 
tive process, protect die rights of 
tbe civil servants and ensue that 
the government's decisions are 
taken in the right direction.” • 

“ft is the constitutional right of 
every citizen to resort to tbe law," 
said th£ deputy from Irbid Gov- 
emorate. ?'No administrative deri- 
sion should be immune against 

appeal.” 

Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Ali Faqir told the House 
that the new legislation would "in- 
evitably tarnish tbe Kingdom's 
denweratisation process and crip- 


ple the authorities of public fi- 
gures.” 

Faqir, an Islamist deputy from 
Amman, was supported by Deputy 
Issa Rimoni from Irbid Governo- 
rate who argued that senior offi- 
cials in positions empowered with 
decision -making “are supposed to 
exercise the highest standard of 
honesty and straightforwardness 
and their verdicts should not be 
questioned by a court of law." 

On the other hand, one of the 
executive authority's fears is that 
efforts to develop outlying regions 
of tbe Kingdom could be negative- 
ly affected by tbe new law. “The 
door is now open for every civil 
servant who docs not want to leave 
Amman and serve in the rural 
areas to take a transfer decision to 
court,” said a senior official speak- 
ing to tbe Jordan Times on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

When taken to court, transfer 
orders are frozen pending the final 
court verdict, and this could ham- 
per the process of meeting the 
needs for personnel in the ratal 
and outlying regions, the official 
noted. He agreed that "arbitrary 
decisions by senior officials” were 
possible, but “these could be hand- 
led by a mechanism within the 


administrative structure without 
involving a court of law.” 

"Cases where the concerned 
eivil servant exhausts himself or 
herself of all administrative re- 
courses coold of course be taken to 

a court of law,” be added. 

Proponents of tbe amendment 
counter that no excessive eases 
would reach, the stage of hearings 
by the Higher Court of Justice if its 
judges are efficient and competent 
as wen as folly aware of tbe re- 
quirements of administration. 

“As long as there is no misuse of 
power and authority by tbe con- 
cerned derision-maker, there is no 
reason why tbe court should blind- 
ly accept afl cases.” according to 
Hikmat. “After all, the judge 
should also put himself in the shoes 
of the administrator and assess the 
validity of the derision involved.” 

How do government servants 
feel about the amendment? 

“Well, in most eases, people 
victimised 'by t he i r superiors al- 
ways approach higher authorities 
with the case,” commented an 
official at tbe Ministry of Educa- 
1 tion, who requested anonymity. 
“But there are cases when the 
higher authorities are influenced 
by the person or persons who made 


tbe original derision, and the 
cases warrant that they be hand! 
by an impartial body.” 

“Now that we know there is 
sole authority which can han< 
our cases, it is a relief," the offic 
added. 

But, a junior derk at the Wai 
Authority of Jordan feds cfifferei 
ly. "Average employees Hke me , 
not like to go to court agaii 
senior offkails with silly cases,” 
commented. "No matter what t 
outcome, it creates ill-feelings ai 
undermines harmony. Of course 
my rights are trampled upon wj 
no human considerations, I w 
stop at nothing to get justi 
done.” 

A medium-level official at t] 
Ministry of Health reacted veil 
mentiy when asked what her t 
course would be if she was asked 
leave Amman ami serve sotr 


ever takes the decision win no 
human,” she countered. “How 

tayone in his or her right ntind 

me, another of five, to throw 
amity Hfe to chaos?" 

will appeal directly to 
Majesty, she said. “1 do not n 
any courts.” 
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Mourners wail in Iranian earthquake village 


ROUDBAR ZEYTUN, Iran 
(R) — Only the wail of survi- 
vors. grieving by makeshift 
graves, breaks the silence in 
what was once a thriving 
mountain community. 

“My whole family has been 
swallowed up by the earth," 
cried Tahir Bahiri, a weather- 
beaten villager beside himself 
with anguish. 

“Here is my brother, here is 
my child, here is my young 
sister and here is my father," 
wailed a young man, gesturing 
at the fresh-turned soil. 

The graves have been co- 
vered with anything to hand, 
from wooden doors to plastic 
bags. Weeping women in blade 
chadors stood in circles around 
them. Menfolk gathered apart 
in silent dusters. 

“In every new grave three or 
four people are buried," said a 
villager. “The quake even 
cracked some of he old marble 
tombstones.” 

Roudbar Zeytun, in Gilan 
province 280 kilometres north- 
west of Tehran, was one of 
hundreds of settlements des- 
troyed by Thursday's quake in 
an area from the Caspian Sea 
to high mountain slopes. 

Survivors said at least 5,000 
people were killed in or near 


the village, which had a 
population of 18,000. Iran esti- 
mates that up to 50,000 people 
may have died in the quake 
zone, 100,000 been injured and 

500,000 lost their homes. 

Military helicopters main- 
tained a steady shuttle, car- 
rying food and medical sup- 
plies to and casualties from the 
village, which is three hoars by 
road from Qazvin, the nearst 
big town. 

Weary soldiers endlessly dug 
graves, wearing masks against 
the stench of corpses. Others, 
driving bulldozers, shifted 
bricks and slabs of concrete in 
the search for survivors and 
bodies. 

Scores of ambulances and a 
convoy of trucks with water, 
blankets, medicine and other 
aid were backed np for two 
kilometres outside the village. 
Broken concrete and uprooted 
trees lay strewn in a river bed 
nearby. 

The death toll was so high 
because everyone was asleep, 
goring them no chance to run 
out of doors. 

“I was asleep when the 
quake came. I ran out of bed, 
knelt down, then the door fell 
on me,” Zeynab Babayi, an 
old woman, told Reuters. 


“My mother is dead. My 
children are dead. My father is 
dead. Help me," she sobbed, 
sitting in a road with a deep 
crack running down it. 

“Oh my husband. Oh my 
love,” chanted a young bride, 
hugging a grave covered with a 
blanket. “Yon went to another 
world. I am left lonely in this 
one.” 

“We don't want your condo- 
lences. We don’t want your 
talking. We want your help,” a 
woman shouted to foreign 
journalists, who were flown to 
the village by official helicop- 
ter. 

Islamic Iran has accepted 
earthquake aid from abroad. 
But in Roudbar Zeytun the 
relief effort appeared to be 
all-Iranian. 

'This quake is God's will to 
unify us against our enemies,” 
said Muslim cleric Mohammad 
Ibrahim, pausing to pray 
among the graves. 

“The people arc strong. 
They are patient. They will 
overcome.” 

"Don't ask me how many 
are dead. Ask how many have 
survived. Only me, my son and 
a woman in my village," So ley- 
man a survivor from Thurs- 
day's devastating earthquake. 


said Sunday. 

“The disaster was of such a 
horrifying magnitude that in 
some villages even a single 
person did not survive to bury 
the dead,” said another survi- 
vor quoted by the Iranian 
National News Agency 
(IRNA). 

“The whole area is stinking 
because of decaying corpses 
which make rescue operations 
the more difficult," he said. 

Soleyman from die village of 
Kopteh near the northern Ira- 
nian city of Zanjan said he had 
managed to climb up a moun- 
tain peak despite severe in- 
juries to ask for help. 

“My survival was a mere 
miracle because tonnes and 
tonnes of rocks slid from the 
mountain peaks and buried the 
villages and all the villagers, 
livestocks and orchards under 
a mountain of rocks and rub- 
ble," be told IRNA. 

IRNA said that 72 hours 
after the quake which killed at 
least 40,000 people in the Cas- 
pian provinces of Gilan and 
Zanjan, many villages in the 
rugged region remained inac- 
cessible because of landslides. 

Victims were being buried in 
mass graves without being 
counted, it added. 


U.S., Soviets discuss Afghanistan Iran 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. and 
Soviet experts will meet in 
Washington in the next few 
weeks to try to settle remaining 
differences over a settlement of 
the Afghanistan conflict, a senior 
U.S. official said Saturday. 

The decision on the talks was 
reached during more than two 
hours of talks in East Berlin Fri- 
day night between Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
and Secretary of State James 
Baker following a meeting on 
Germany's future. 

"We agreed that we were in- 
deed getting closer on Afghanis- 
tan and that we shonid try and... 
get the experts together between 
now and July 17," when the two 
ministers are due to meet again in 
Paris, the official sakL 

He briefed reporters on Bak- 
er's airplane en route from East 
Berlin, where be met for one of a 
series of “two-plus-four” talks on 
Germany’s future involving the 
two Germanys and the four victo- 
rious World War n allies — the 
United States, the Soviet Union, 
Britain and France. 


Baker and Shevardnadze said 
after their talks that they hoped 
to take some major decisions 
during their Paris meeting. They 
will hold separate talks there on 
the sidelines of another “two- 
plus-four” session. 

The senior official said the 
Soviet experts who come to 
Washington were expected to 
“engage with us on the nitty- 
gritty of where we were with 
respect to a possible Afghan -style 
election and a commission and 
what the role of Najibullah would 
be in the course of the process." 

Afghanistan is one of only a 
few regional conflicts that remain 
a source of superpower friction. 
Moscow backs the regime of Na- 
jibullah while the United States 
helps fund the Mujahedeen re- 
bels. 

Moscow, which entered Afgha- 
nistan in 1979, withdrew its 
troops in February 1989 as part of 
a U.N.-mediated accord. But the 
conflict has dragged on with no 
military victory by either side 
considered likely. 

During their East Berlin talks. 


Baker expressed interest in trying 
to make or ogress on Afghanistan 
in July, while Shevardnadze men- 
tioned Cambodia, U.S. officials 
said. 

In public testimony to a con- 
gressional committee last week. 
Baker said the United States and 
the Soviet Union were closing in 
on a peace settlement for Afgha- 
nistan. 

“The one thing that separates 
the positions of the Americans 
and the Soviet Union with respect 
to a possible solution of the 
Afghanistan problem is whether 
or not Najibullah would preside 
over the government... during a 
transitional period for the con- 
duct and bolding of elections," he 
said at that time. 

Meanwhile, Afghan rebels 
fired eight rockets on the capital 
Kabul Saturday, killing two peo- 
ple and wounding 16, the official 
Kabul Radio said. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
the Pakistani capital Islamabad, 
said the rockets hit residential 
areas of die city, the frequent 
target of such attacks. 


Afghan refugees have long wait ahead 


By Jose Katigbak 
Reuter 


KABUL — Even if the war in 
Afghanistan were to end tomor- 
row, experts say it would take at 
least five years to resettle an 
estimated five mflfion Afghan re- 
fugees now living in Pakistan and 
Iran. 

In addition, the refugees are 
seen increasingly as pawns in the 
painstaking task of negotiating an 
end to the war that has racked 
Afghanistan for 12 years. 

“It would be catastrophic if 
everyone came back at once. 
Obviously we would like to see 
major movements come, but we 
hope it will be staggered over 
time if we are to help effective- 
ly," a United Nations official 
said. 

The government, with the help 
of the U.N., could resettle one 
million refugees annually. Re- 
fugee Affairs Minister Fathi 
Tarin said. Some experts consider 
that to be on the optimistic side. 

“I think it will take about 10 
years to rehabilitate Afghanistan 
to what it was before the war in 
1978. There is no infrastructure 
to speak of — also the problem of 
mines should not be underesti- 
mated,’’ said a U.N. expert who 
asked not to be identified. 

An estimated 30 million mines 


litter the countryside, many sown 
haphazardly by opposing forces. 

Mujahedeen rebels, armed and 
funded by the United States, 
have been struggling to topple the 
Soviet-backed Kabul government 
for the past 12 years. 

Soviet troops left Afghanistan 
in February 1989 but the rebels 
have been unable to take advan- 
tage of their departure and fight- 
ing has reached a stalemate. 

Negotiations appear to be the 
only way to end the war and the 
refugees are looming as a key 
card in the high-stakes political 
poker on Afghanistan. 

“The refugees are the chips in 
the poker game. The side with 
more chips has the advantage. 
This is not an exclusively Afghan 
problem, it happens everywhere, 
look at Cambodia,” a diplomat 
said. 

According to U.N. estimates, 
about three million Afghan re- 
fugees are in Pakistan and two 
million in Iran. Nearly as many 
may be displaced inside Afgha- 
nistan, although Tariu disputes 
this. 

Kabul, the biggest city, had 
about 500,000 refugees, be said. 

Iran and Pakistan were pre- 
venting significant numbers of 
refugees from returning home, 
Tarin said in an interview. 

Pakistan in particular was hold- 


ing the refugees as hostages to try 
to influence events in Afghanis- 
tan and siphon some internation- 
al aid for refugees for its own use, 
he said. 

A Pakistani embassy spokes- 
man dismissed the charge as non- 
sense. “Can yon prevent three 
million people from leaving if 
they want to?" he asked. 

The Islamabad government 
publicly supported efforts to re- 
patriate refugees, aid workers 
said. 

But Pakistani military author- 
ities and the Mujahedeen leaders 
had the last word. 

Refugees in Pakistan were reg- 
istered according to political affi- 
liations and the leaders of the 
various rebel groups wanted to 
keep their strength intact, aid 
workers said. 

“Those with no parties are 
forced to select one to qualify for 
ration cards," one aid worker 
said. 

In the last three years, about 

250,000 refugees have returned 
home, 110,000 from Iran and the 
rest from Pakistan, Tarin said. 

He gave no figures on how 
many Afghans had fled in the 
same period. 

“People come and go. so it’s 
really difficult to keep track of 
the refugee traffic," a U.N. offi- 
cial said. 


(Continued -from page 1) 

In Beirut, the pro-Irartian Hiz- 
bollah (Party of God) called Sun- 
day for three days of mourning 
throughout Lebanon for Iran’s 
earthquake victims. 

It said in a statement the 
mourning period would start 
Monday and should indude hold- 
ing prayers in mosques and 
homes. 

The Soviet Union sent the big- 
gest contingent with relief work-, 
ers, equipment and medical sup- 
plies streaming over the border 
into the stricken province of Zan- 
jan from neighbouring Soviet 
Azerbaijan. 

More than 270 Soviet doctors 
and nurses have begun work. 

The people of Azerbaijan, who 
have a common language and 
culture with their Azeri Iranian 
neighbours, are observing nation- 
al mounting. 

French doctors from the Medi- 
ans Sans Frontieres Organsation 
were among the first to reach the 
area. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, whose country’s rela- 
tions with Iran are In tatters 
because of Tehran’s death sent- 
ence on British author Salman 
Rushdie, sent a message of sym- 
pathy. 

A 17-member British team 
with ultra-sonic listening devices 
and thermal cameras to locate 
■ trapped survivors flew to Iran on 
Friday. 

Japan said it was providing 
more than SI. 5 million In 
emergency aid and had sent a 
22-member accident team. 

U.S. charities donated supplies 
worth 1.7 million while Iran 
accepted an offer from the Un- 
ited States government to provide 
assistance. Washington was send- 
ing leather gloves, face masks, 
woolen blankets, water jugs and 
tents. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein, who fought a bitter war with 
Iran for eight years, sent his 
condolences. 

In a message to Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Rafsanjani, Hus- 
sein expressed Baghdad's “readi- 
ness to provide any aid you deem 
appropriate.” 

Two military planes left Egypt 
for Iran Sunday with medical 
supplies, canned food, blankets 
and tents after initial opposition 
from Tehran. 

Egypt has been at odds with 
Iran for over a decade and back- 
ed Iraq in the Gulf war. The Shah 
of Iran was given asylum in Egypt 
after his fall in 1979 and is buried 
in Cairo. 


The United Nations in 
Geneva said Sunday Iran now 
feared that up to 50,000 people 
may have been killed in the 
quake. 

IRNA quoted Ahmad Ali 
from the Zanjan village of Ab- 
Bor as saying: “So many 
bodies are perishing under the 
rubble in the devastated vil- 
lages which have not yet been 
retrieved and buried.'’ 

Meanwhile a boy cracked 
open his day money bank, 
spilling its blackened coins on 
the ground. His mother picked 
them up and slotted them into 
a white box, sending the boy’s 
savings to help victims of Iran's 
worst recorded natural disas- 


Bebind them, a shabbily- 
dressed woman, pulled of her 
wedding ring. “Take this for 
the victims,” she begged a re- 
lief worker tending the box. “I 
have no cash." 

Iranian television has been 
showing heart-rending films of 
the swathe cut across the green 
Caspian region by the earth- 
quake. 

The scenes of mined homes, 
wailing women and orphaned 
children have stirred a nation 
which has sacrificed much 
since Ayatollah Ruholiah 


Khomeini’s Islamic revolution 
of 1979. 

Long queues formed at relief 
centres as people came for- 
ward to give cash, clothing and 
blood. 

Hospitals mobilised. Baker- 
ies worked around the dock. 
Aircraft flew non-stop over the 
mountainous disaster area. 

Within hours of the earth- 
quake blood banks filled up 
and the authorities had to ask 
donors to stay away. 

A decade of revolution, war, 
assassinations, executions and 
inflation have tested Iranian 
spirit — especially the 1980-88 
Gulf war which killed or 
wounded an estimated one mil- 
lion people and made millions 
homeless. 

“Our people have learned to 
resist difficulties, and consider 
the national disaster as a divine 
test," said President Ali Akbar 
Hasheuri Rafsanjani. 

"We have submitted 
ourselves to God’s will.” 

An Iranian television repor- 
ter asked 12-year-old Majid 
Assadi what he thought of the 
earthquake which killed his 

famil y. 

“We must thank God and be 
patient,” he replied. “Our 
patience is precious to God.” 


Abdul Meguid heads for U.S. 


(Continued from page 1) 

begun after PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat recognised Israel's ex- 
istence and renounced terrorism. 

Egypt regretted the U.S. move 
in a mildly-worded statement 
Thursday. 

Nabil Shaath, Arafat’s political 
adviser, told Reuters on Sunday 
he thought Abdul Meguid’s trip 
indicated Washington wanted to 
reverse its decision to halt the 
dialogue. 

He said that after conflicting 
signals, “Bush's telephone call to 
Mnbarak and the sudden trip of 
Abdul Megnid suggests Washing- 
ton is ready to open doors to 
reverse its position regarding sus- 
pending the dialogue.” 

The 46-member Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
urged the United States Sunday 
to reconsider its decision to break 
the dialogue. 

“The OIC secretary general 
uigently calls upon the govern- 
ment of die United States to 
reconsider its decision and re- 
sume, without delay, its dialogue 
with the PLO,” the OIC said in a 
statement issued in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia. 

OIC Secretary-General Hamid 
A1 Gabid said the U.S. decision 
came at a critical juncture, when 
Israel’s most extremist govern- 
ment was trying to Mock the 
Middle East peace process “and 
openly threatening to start war.” 

A PLO spokesman said Satur- 
day the U.N. Security Council 
must taka tire lead in promoting 
Middle East peace efforts since 
Bush has suspended the dialogue. 

“The United States stmt itself 
in the foot because we had hoped 
that we will use the good offices 
of the United States in promoting 
peace,” Hassan Abdul Rahman 
said in an interview on the Cable 
News Network (CNN) “News- 
makers Saturday” prog ra mme. 

“I think that the United States 
is disqualifying itself from the 
peace process at this moment," 
he said. “The Security Council 
must take the lead now m prom- 
oting peace in the Middle East." 

A former Saudi Arabian depu- 
ty defence minister and brother 
of King Fahd criticised the U.S. 
administration for ending the dia- 
logue. 

Prince Torlti Ben Abdul Aziz 
A1 Saudi, a brother of King Fahd, 
said the United States needed to 
act as a "credible arbitrator" in 
the stalled Middle East peace 
process. 

“American policy in the area 
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finan cial aid to Lebanon 


needs an historic, comprehensive 
review process in order to over- 
haul it, and direct it toward (a 
peace settlement) based on frill 
respect for die inalienable rights 
of the Palestinian people,” the 
prince said 

His remarks delivered at an 
Orlando dinner held by the 
American Educational Trust, a 
group which supports Palestinian 
sett-determination. 

Maghreb foreign ministers 
have asked the United States to 
reconsider its decision. 

A statement by the ministerial 
council of tiie Arab Maghreb 
Union said the decision contra- 
dicted Washington’s declared in- 
tention to advance the Middle 
East peace process. 

“We cannot but express our 
concern that the American deci- 
sion will create a feeling of de- 
spair in tiie region and posh the 
Israelis to show themselves even 
more extremist in violating 
Palestinian human rights and 
thwarting efforts to bring about a 
just and lasting solution," it said. 

“The council (of ministers) 
appeals to the United States to 
reconsider its decision and 
assume its responsibilities by 
acting to make Israel respect 
U.N. resolutions and internation- 
al legality,” it added. 

Israeli Transport Minister 
Mosbe Katsav said Sunday that 
Israel’s right-wing government 
was serious about Middle East 
peace but would respond to U.S. 
proposals in its own time. 

“I think we need to advance 
die U.S. initiative hot there are 
differences of opinion between ns 
and the United States over the 
content," he told reporters after 
the weekly cabinet meeting. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker Last year proposed unpre- 
cedented Israeli- Palestinian 
peace talks and is still waiting for 
an answer. 

Exasperated by the lack of 
progress he told Israel Last week: 
“when you’re serious about 
peace, call us." 

According to Katsav, a dose 
confidante of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir, it could be quite 
some time before Baker’s tele- 
phone rings. 

“There’s no point going in the 
direction America wants while 
those differences remain. It’s best 
that the two governments resolve 
the issues before reaching the 
stage of negotiations or progress 
towards (Palestinian) elections,” 
he said. 


KUWAIT (AP). — Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi sounded 
out Kuwaiti leaders Sunday on 
Kuwait’s prospective contribu- 
tion to a $2 billion international 
fund for Lebanon’s rehabilita- 
tion. 

Kuwait’s foreign affairs minis- 
ter, Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad, 
meanwhile went out of his way to 
assert that his country will contri- 
bute to the fund and that its 
financial assistance to the war- 
ravaged country had not stopped 
even during the war years. *’ 

Earlier statements by Sheikh 
Sabah had indicated ins country’s 
contribution hinged cm stability in 
that war-torn country. 

But he said Sunday, in a state- 
ment to the official Kuwait News 
Agency, that he wished to “cor- 
rect a misunderstanding" that 
was being played np by the 
Lebanese media. 

“Such assistance was never in 
■doubt,” he said. “Kuwait wiD not 
hesitate for one moment about 
extending all (aid) it can to make 
the Lebanese people-prosperous 
and happy and to achieve security 
for them." 

Hrawi, on the second day of bis 
visit to this Gulf state, held talks 
with tiie emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah. 

“The discussions centred on 
latest developments of the situs: 
tion in Lebanon and means of 
implementing the Taif accord,” 
said the minister of enriii court 
affairs. Sheikh Khalid A1 Ahmad 
A1 Sabah. 

He was referring to the nation- 
al reconciliation agreement 
approved by Lebanon’s parlia- 
ment last October in the Saudi 
town of Taif. 

Sheikh KhaHd did not elabo- 
rate as to Kuwaiti’s attitude, to-. 


ward the international fund de- 
clared by Saudi Arabia, Morocco 
and Algeria, members of- the 
Arab League panel mandated to 
restore peace to Lebanon after IS 
years of. civil war. 

- The fund announcement, coin- 
cided with foe start of Hrawr’s 
torn* Saturday of some of the 
wealthiest Arab countries, and 
was coupled with an appeal to the 
league membera and to the rest of 
the world to contribute. The 

fund’s founding meeting was 
fixed for. SepL 10-11 in. Saudi 
Arabia. >„■ -. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah : Ah Ahmad told 
reporters Saturday his country 
has already supported the Arab 
League resolution to extend 
assistance to Lebanon and that it 
had already committed itself: to . 
the payment otfan instalment. 

He also said:- “Lebanon is in 
bad need" of a comprehensive 
reconstruction operation. But- -to 
be successful, this operation 
shoold taike place in a stable and 
uznted'l>s£^dn;": ' 

- : He added: “It is high- time for 
the Lebanese people to take into 
consideration that the others can- 
not help tifem if they themselves 
cannnotbrlp each - other. " .He 
was referring to the continued 
fighting between rival militias, 

Hrawi hiinself commended 
Kuwait’s role in efforts to bring 
about peace to Xebanaai.L; .. 

Addressing abdut5Q0members 
of -the Lebanese community in 
Kuwait Saturday night, Hrawi 
sought tp --.calm; down ~ fears- fy 
certain Arab leaders bedid not 
name' that his drive to re-equip 
tiie Lebanese anny was meant for 
use against rival Lebanese fac- 
tions. 


Soviet Jews squeeze 
Israelis out of homes 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israelis de- 
manded quick action Sunday to 
solve a housing crisis which has 
caused growing resen tment al the 
influx at Soviet Jews:. " 
Opposition member of parlia- 
ment Ran Cohen warned tiie. 
crisis could spark a “civil war" 
between the newcomers and 
young Israelis fbreedout of their 
homes by rapidly rising rente. 

Estate agents told Israel Radio 
rents had risen between 25 and 
100 per cent because of tiie influx 
of Soviet Jews, expected to. reach 

250,000 this year alone." 

' The unexpected wave have of im- 
migration has also sparked angry 
debate between the government 
and the construction industry, 
which rejects suggestions that 
prefabricated units should be im- 
ported to accommodate the arriv- 
als. 

Cohen called for a state inquiry 
into the bousing shortage and 
another opposition MP, Charlie 
Biton, said homeless Israelis 
would demonstrate Sunday for a 
solution to their problem. 

He said the demonstration at 
the opening ceremony of the Jew- 
ish Agency general assembly in 
West Jerusalem would protest 
that the new arrivals were receiv- 
ing attention at the expense of 
residents of long-standing. 

The Jewish Agency, which 
links Jews throughout the world, 
is providing much of the money 
for absorption of Soviet Jews. 
Many newcomers speak no Heb- 
rew and have difficulty finding 
work in an already tight job 
market. 

Biton told Haaretz newspaper 
the influx had thrown dozens of 
young couples into the street. 
Young couples often rent because 
they cannot afford to buy. 

“I cannot be that veteran 
Israelis become grade D citizens 
when the entire country is grip- 
ped with panic over immigrants, 
most of whom wanted to go 
somewhere else,’ he said. 


Many Jem leaving the Soviet 
Unkm -under the reform policies 
’ of .^resident Mikhail .Gorbachev 
are preventedirom goingto their 
referred destination, the United 
jStateS,by U,S. quotas. ~ 

- Ten Israeli famili es hove -been 
./ camping dutade j>artiaxncnt for a 
■'week;: saying they were thrown 
out -of their apartments by 'land- 
' 16rds who' could get higher rents 
■■from Soviet Jews. 

' ‘Tm staying here until some- 
one finds a solution,” said ode of 
the campers, Segal Levy, 23. “I 
want a simple place where I can ' 
deep quietly aft night and where 
the landlord Won’t come in and 
say ‘foify, you: have to go’.” 

The government provides 
Soviet Tews, with a hoiteing sub- 
sidy of $400 a month for their first ^ 
year in Israel, an amount which r 
many young Israeli couples can- 
not. match. .Israel has no rent 
control. 

“Nobody should be thrown out 
into the street because of the 
immigration wave, much as we 
welcome it,” Jerusalem city coun- 
cil spokeswoman Bonnie Boxer, 
said, criticising the state for fail- 
ing to provide low-cost housing in 
recent yeara. 

"The housing situation in. Jeru- 
salem as already bad, and tiie 
arrival of the Soviet; jews -has 
made it worse," she said. 

Housing Minister Ariel Shar- 
on, “immigration czar” of Israel’s 
new hardline government, has 
forecast that the housing shortage 
could reach 40,000 units by the' ' 
end of the year. 

He suggested 25,000 prefabri- 
cated homes could be imported?' : 
from South Africa, drawing pro- 
tests from the Israeli industry 
which said this would cost local 
jobs. 

Industry spokesman said local 
builders were ' unable ~to~keep up 
with demand beta use Palestinian 
workers regularly observed strike 
days called by leaders of the. 
30- month -old uprising. ‘ • 
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Seminar debates 
immigration Jewish 
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By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN-— Another step to raise 
dw consciousness of the Arab 
World about the dangers inherent 
tn the immigration of hundreds of 
thousands of Soviet Jews to Pales- 
tine was taken by the Jordanian 
Writers Association (JWA) io 
cooperation with the Arab Cultu- 
ral Council Sunday as representa- 
tives of the two organisations as 

wed as Minister of Interior Salem 
Massadeh presided over the open- 
ing ceremony of a seminar entitled 
“Jewish Immigration and Zionist 

Intentions." 

The three-day seminar, at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, will serve 
as a forum for over thirty-five 
researchers from more than ten 
Arab countries in their discussions 
about the past and present dan- 
gers, intentions and results of mas- 
sive imnri^tioin of Jews to Pales- 
tine and its effects on the Arab 
World. 

“The purpose of this seminar is 
to highlight the dangers presented 
by the massive influx of Jewish 
immigrants to occupied Arab lands 
and tbe inherent threat of territo- 
rial expansion by the Zionists,” 
Abdul Rahim Omar, the JWA 
president told the audience. 

“The seminar is intended to 
spread more light on the intricacies 
of the whole immigration affair 
and to highlight the facts, through 
the media, to the Arab people,” 
said one of die organisers of the 
seminar. Organisers also stressed 
the seminar was not intended to 
outline political strategies but 
rather to inform the participants 
and the public of the many facts 
and aspects of the immigration of 
Jewish peoples to Palestine from 
tbe beginning of the century up to 
now. 

In half a dozen statements made 
by participants daring the opening 
of the seminar, several key issues 
came to the forefront. 

The key issues outlined by 
speakers were: 1) the need to 
continue and increase financial and 
moral support for the Palestinian 
Uprising, 2) tbe need of Arab 
support for Jordan since the King- 


dom is a primary target of Zionist 
aggression, 3) raising conscious- 
ness of the inherent dangers of 
Zionist expansionist schemes and 
the implementation of the creation 
of ‘greater Israel and the effect on 
the Arab World, 4) tbe need to 
have a unified Arab stand in the 
face of Zionist aggression and ex- 
pansion. 

“It is a question of to be or not 
to be," said Dr. Mamdouh Ai 
Abbadi, president of the Jordanian 
Medical Association, who was par- 
ticipating in Ins capacity as presi- 
dent of the Jordanian Popular 
Committee for tbe Support of the 
Intifada. 

“The issue of Jewish immigra- 
tion is one of territorial expansion 
and settlement on Arab Lands by 
Jews, it is in effect a declaration of 
war against the Arab Nation.” 
Abbadi told the nearly 150 people 
attending the opening ceremony. 

Abbadi stressed that at the Arab 
summit the Arab leaders apparent- 
ly came to tbe realisation that the 
unconditional support for the 
Palestinian uprising and of Jordan 
were a top priority and of equally 
pressing importance. 

. “The Palestinian issue: and tbe 
future of Jordan is the tale of 
twins, it is inseparable and eter- 
nal.” He stressed: “the financial 
support must be forthcoming in 
order for the intifada' to continue 
and Jordan to remain stable." 

“It is not enough to create un- 
ions and organisations, we are in 
dire need of Arab unification, 
which is the only road to victory. 1 * 
said Omar Hamada, the council's 
secretary general. 

“It is not possible for the Arab 
nations to be spectators while tbe 
enemy is threatening our national 
identity and existence in Palestine 
and other Arab lands,” Hamada 
said. 

Hamada also blamed die Arab 
governments for delaying steps 
which would lead to the unification 
of the Arab World. The lack of 
unity, he said, made the region 
morevulnerable to outside threats. 

A brief history of expansionist 
plans by Israeli and Zionist leaders 
was given by another speaker at 
the opening ceremonies, PLO rep- 
resentative in Amman Tayyeb 


Abdul Rahim. 

“The late Iaraeh-SOnist leader 
David Ben Gurion said once that 
every Jew who opposes immigra- 
tion to Israel is an apostate in 
Judaism.” Abdul Rahim fold the 
gathering of officials, writers, jour- 
nalists. 

“Do we have to be reminded of 
the lengths that tbe Zionists went 
to ‘collect’ Arab Jews and settle 
them on Palestinian land?” be 
asked. 

Abdul Rahim said that Ben Gu- 
rion’s statement that a 1950 map of 
“greater Israel” (from the Eup- 
hrates to the Nfle) was engraved in 

the heart of every Jew should have 
been a sufficient warning to Arab 
World of Israel’s intentions. 

“Now we are reminded again of 
the intentions of the Zionist state 
by Mr. Shamir who has put im- 
migration and settlement at the top 
of his government’s agenda,” he 
said. 

International Jaw, Abdul Rahim 
said, identified a nation by its 
boundaries and defined peoples. 
“Israel, however, has consistently 
refused to define its borders and its 
peoples. Even in the Camp David 
agreements its northern and east- 
ern borders were not mentioned.” 

The PLO representative said 
that in 1948, Britain bad fostered 
the founding of Israel on parts of 
Palestine and that in 1990 the 
United States, with its seemingly 
limitless financial aid, was support- 
ing the founding of “greater 
Israel." 

. He also expressed regret that the 
Arab World had proven incapable 
of preventing the creation of the 
state of Israel in 1948 and urged 
that the Arab World prepare itself 
to prevent a planned expansion of 
that state in this decade. 

Irbid Deputy Deeb Mazji, also 
addressing the audience in the 
opening ceremony, stressed that 
the defence of Jordan was an Arab 
duty in ti ght of tbe dangers posed 
by the immigration and the possi- 
bility of subsequent territorial ex- 
pansion of Israel. 

“Palestine and Jordan have a 
common identity and destiny and 
thus their defence is tbe responsi- 
bility of the whole Arab World,” 
Marji said. 


IDB finances 
Sudan order of 
■ Jordan cement 

. AMMAN (J,T.) — Sudan., ftps 
concluded a deal' to purchase 
. 50,000 tonnes of Jordanian w ce- 
. ment worth $1.8 million to be 
^ supplied in loans by tbe Jeddah- 
' based Islamic Development Bank 
. (IDB), according to an agree- 
, ment signed in Amman Sunday. 

Jordanian Commercial Centres 
, Corporation (JCCC) acted on be- 
half of IDB in signing the deal 
with the Jordan Cement Factories 
l -> . Company (JCFC). 

The transaction will officially 
be conducted through the 
Sudanese Estates Bank in Khar- 
toum and in accordance with a 
long-term financing plan drawn 
. up by IDB which normally under- 
take the process of financing ex- 
ports and imports from and to 
Islamic nations, members of the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC). 

The deal was signed by JCCC 
* Director Ghazi Diyab, JCFC 
Director Hatem Halawani and 
the Sudanese Estates Bank 
Abdin Salameh. 

JCCC has been implementing a 

- strategy of promoting sales of 

- Jordanian national products with 
aid from the Islamic Develoment 
Bank; according to Diyab, the 

- Islamic Bank’s loan quota for 
V Jordan in this programme 

amounts to $5 million ann ually. 


Court upholds freedom of 
expression and publishing 


By Joanuma Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Court of First ' 
Instance, citing freedom of thought 
and expression, has ruled in favour 
of the writer and publisher of a 
newspaper article highly critical of 
the Jordanian judicial system and 
calling for sweeping reforms. 

The highlight of the affair, 
according to some lawyers, was the 
fact that tbe writer Is a former 
judge and die plaintiffs were the 
j official authorities. 

Farouq Al Kilani, a former 
judge who is now practising law, 
told the Jordan Times that tbe 
cases stemmed from an article be 
wrote in the Arabic dally Sawt Al 
Sbaab in December 1989 in which 
be singled out what he found as 
shortcomings in the judicial sys- 
tem, including drawn-out court 
procedures and accumulation of 
cases for years without final ruling. 

“Justice can not be done because 
judicial proceedings based on firm 
foundations do not exist, and jus- 
tice cannot be done outside tbe 
framework of an integrated struc- 
ture,” Kilani said in his article. 
Justice can prevail only within 
“well-defined measures that can 
safeguard individuals' rights, can 
pot an end to delay and procras- 
tination and prevent tampering 
with laws,” he wrote. 

The former judge also criticised 
the professional educational stan- 
dard of judges, and asserted that 
“judges conduct no research and 


justice hinges on personal judge- 
ment. “He assailed officials for. 
“overlooking thes^i dangerous- 
problems which have' far-reaching' 
dimensions.” 

hi its ruling Saturday, the Court 
of First Instance rejected the 
charges against kilani and Sultan 
Hattab, chief editor of Sawt Al 
Sbaab, filed by the office of the 
prosecutor-general. The court rul- 
ing said that the writer was exercis- 
ing his right to freedom of thought 
and expression while the publisher 
was well within his own rights of 
publishing when he ran the article 
in tbe newspaper. 

According to lawyers who volun- 
teered to help tbe defence in the 
six-month-old case, the article was 
not inasmuch as emphasising the 
need for reforms in the judicial 
system as it was an attack on the 
judicial authorities. 

“Criticism should be accepted in 
a civilised way,” said one of the 
lawyers who defended Kilani and 
Hattab. Several serving members 
of Parliament, leading politicians 
and former ministers were defence 
witnesses in the cases. 

Kilani told the Jordan Times 
that the testimonies of ail ministers 
and senior officials who supported 
his case will be published in series 
of articles beginning in a few days. 

Kilani described tbe court ded- 
sioos as “final.” It was not im- 
mediately known if the prosecutor 
general's office will pursue the case 
by appealing tbe case or re- 
presenting it. 


M uta University to hold 
graduation ceremonies 


Prince Hassan 
meets unions 


KARAK (Petra) — Ceremonies 
will he held at Mata University 
near Karak. on Tuesday and 
Wednesday for the graduation of 
the third and first students from 
tiie militar y and the civilian sec- 
tions respectively, according to 
university President Awad 
Khleifat. 

The graduation, which also 
marks the university’s 10th 
anniversary, will be held under 
Royal patronage and in the pre- 
sence of senior officials and rep- 
resentatives from various Jorda- 
nian universities, Khleifat said in 
a statement Sunday. 

He said that the first batch of 
Muta students graduated in 1988; 
in 1986 the civilian section was 
established although classes were 
held in rented buildings for the 
civilian students. 

“When it was first created in 


1981 Muta University had only 
two academic specialisations, ris- 
ing to 20 by the end of the 
1989-90 academic year and the 23 
staff members grew into 160 over 
tbe past 10 years," Khkifet said. 

He said that the current num- 
ber of the universiy students is 
2,965, up from 400 in 1981. 

The civilian section has four 
faculties: arts, sciences, law and 
engineering and runs evening 
classes in addition to the normal 
morning hours,” the university 
president added. 

He said that the military sec- 
tion has been graduating officers 
who work in tbe Armed Forces of 
the Public Security Department 
after completing their military 
and academic training of four 
years. 

Referring to tbe university’s 
services to the local community in 


southern Jordan, Khleifat said 
that a total of eight specialised 
courses have been organised for 
■staff from municipal councils and 
Muta has been providing training 
in different areas to school stu- 
dents from Karak and other 
towns; its workshops have been 
involved in manufacturing furni- 
ture, repairing machinery and 
equipment used in combating 
desert locusts and has been 
cooperating with the Arab Potash 
Company, the Jordan Mines 
Phosphate Company and the fer- 
tilisers company, all located in 
the south. 

Khleifat said that the first 
phase of the perraament site of 
the civilian wing will be com- 
pleted by 1991 at the expected 
cost of JD 3.6 million; tbe coming 
three years will witness the com- 
pletion of tbe second phase at the 
estimated cost of JD 25 million. 


By Odefr Oddi' 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Grown Prince Hassan Saturday 
said that tbe leadership of this 
country has genuine intentions to 
develop tbe country and activate 
its role to enable it enjoy a unique 
and ideal status among the world 
countries. 

Prince Hassan said that Jor- 
dan’s achievements have won it 
the appreciation and respect of 
the Arab World. 

At a meeting with representa- 
tives of die trade unions in Jor- 
dan, Prince Hassan stressed the 
importance of national unity and 
described it as a noble goal which 
“we all should seek to achieve.” 

Prince Hassan called for the 
adoption of a clear social strategy 
for the future decades and stres- 
sed the need for dialogue in order 
to reach at common grounds of 
understanding. 


Prince Hassan said ll we should 
do away with the oratory style” 
and avoid the challenging 
methods, particularly in a society 
undergoing radical changes in its 
. lifestyle. 

Prince Hassan questioned 
whether Jordan was able to plan 
for long terms (from cradle to the 
grave) and whether it was able to 
establish a centre for professional 
studies. 

He also inquired whether the 
professional associations were 
able to hold a national economic 
conference. 

Chairman of the Professional 
Associations Complex Mamdouh 
Al Abbadi said the associations 
have become a professional, so- 
cial and political landmark in 
Jordan. Abbadi reviewed the 
professional role played by the 
associations in organising the pro- 
fession, upgrading the perform- 
ance and strengthening scientific 
research, as well as laying down 
the foundations of democracy. 


Eld to be 

marked 

Monday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
observe a public holiday from 
Sunday morning July 1 till Friday 
evening July 6 on tire occasion of 
Eid Al Adha (feast of sacrifice) 
which follows the final religious 
ceremonies in Mecca, marking 
the end of this year's pilgrimage 
to the holy places. 

A government statement said 
Sunday that all government de- 
partments and public institutions 
will remain closed Sunday 
through Thursday and reopen for 
business on Saturday. 

Saturday evening the Chief 
Islamic Justice Sheikh Moham- 
mad Mheiian announced that Eid 
Al Adha fails on Monday July 2 
and expressed good wishes to the 
Arab and Islamic nations. 

According to a statement from 
the Ministry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs 3,000 pilgrims have 
already arrived by land from Jor- 
dan and were lodged at Mecca 
where they will perform tbe reli- 
gious liters. 

* .lire head of a ministry miss ion 
accompanying the pilgrims to 
Medina and Mecca reported that 
arrangements for putting up the 
pilgrims were being coordinated 
with tiie Saudi authorities and 
that everything was going on as 
sched uled. 

Ambassador 
to head for 
Libya soon 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cabinet 
Sunday announced the appoint- 
ment of Hisham AI Mnheissen as 
Jordan’s ambassador to Libya 
and said tiie ambassador will be 
leaving for Tripoli soon to pre- 
sent his credentials. 

Saturday tire Jordanian flag 
was raised on the Jordanian 
embassy building in the Libyan 
capital marking the official res- 
toration of diplomatic relations 
broken off since 1984. 

Muheissen visited Tripoli last 
April to inspect the embassy 
building restored after being 
burnt down in an anti-Jordanian 
demonstration in 1984. It was not 
until 1987 that the sides decided 
to restore relations. 
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ARAB BANK 

ATM 

SERVICES NOW AVAILABLE IN 

JABAL LUWEIBDEH & RUSSEIFA 


you can conduct the following 
banking, operations by. using 
the ATM Card 

• Draw cash- 

• Deposit (cash or cheque). 

• Demand to know the balance 
of your deposits and obtain a 

. summarised account state- 
ment. 

• Demand a detailed account 
statement. 

• Pay electricity bills. 

• Direct transfer of deposits. 

• Request a cheque book. 



The ATM service is now available at me 
following branches: 

• Marka 

• Abdali 


• JabaJ Hussein 


Fifth Cirde 


Bayader Wadi Seer 


Shmeisani 


King Faisal Street 


• Jordan Intercontinental Hotel 


Ashrafieh 


Jubeiha 


Gardens 


Zarqa 


Irbid 


Muhajereen Office 


JabaJ Luweibdeh 


Russeifa 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT ANY OF OUR BRANCHES 
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63 SUCCESSFUL YEARS 
LATER 


Since our inception, we have progressively 
transformed the concept of typing and we are 
now proud to present our new line of German 
made durable, dependable, user friendly 
electronic typewriters, emphasizing not only 
unique products and advanced features, but 
our clear and innovative Arabic typeface and 
computer interface modules for perfect letter 
quality printers with type in different patterns 
and sizes. 

Efficient performance, style and function at 
competitive prices, Najjar makes sense! 


Exclusively at 

NAJJAR Distinguished after 

CONTINENTAL sales services 
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652930 
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Democratic 
institutions 
take roots 

THE OPENING of an office for the Arab Human Rights 
Or ganisation in Amman Saturday and the earlier decision 
by Amnesty International to establish a chapter in Jordan 
are milestones in the development of democratic institutions 
in the Kingdom. No one would have envisaged such a 
development a year ago. For years, human rights campaig- 
ners were operating clandestinely while the authorities 
reacted nervously to any attempt to establish such institu- 
tions. Both sides most draw lessons from such an experi- 
ence. Both most recognise that mutual mistrust and 
nervousness and continuous strife cannot contribute to the 
progress and prosperity of the country nor to the welfare 
and wellbeing of its people. 

The concept of human rights is relatively modern and 
mostly identified as Western. That tends to make It afiea 
and suspect But human rights, foremost of w hic h Is the 
right of the Individual for a secure and ilignBird Bfe, me 
sacred. If God created man in His image, then the spi r it of 
God, the Compassionate and Merabi, m u st reside Is warn 
and grade his relations with other fellow h— heings, be 
they the rulers or the ruled; native or ftarigp; Mnfon, 
Christian or Jew; blade or white. As ffis Royal Harness 
Crown Prmce Hamas emphas ised, the cause of hnmaa 
rights should be based on Arab and Islamic caltme for it to 
triumph hi the Arab World. It AhU draw from Marina 
and Arab exper i ence in order far it to take root and develop 
healthily. Perhaps one of the most mgeat tasks of the Arab 
Human Rights Organisation is to study and r esea r ch the 
history of human ratals iu the Arab World, not only in the 
last century but through the ^es. Only by doing so cm a 
genuine, indigenous human rights sunmut emerge and 
gain popular acceptance. 



JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily newspaper Sunday said that the Arabs have 
extended a helping hand to Iran in the wake of the earthquake 
that left tens of thousands of people dead or injured and 
displaced. King Hussein and President Saddam Hussein took the 
lead in such humanitarian gesture, offering aid to the victims and 
consoling the Iranian nation on its loss, manifesting the true Arab 
character and solidarity with a Muslim nation, the paper said. By 
doing so, the Arabs are doing their duty towards a brotherly 
nation in need and facing a catastrophe; and have proved that 
they are indeed serious tc w -irds erasing the adverse effects and 
consequence of the eight-year-toug war in the Golf region, the 
paper continued. At the same time, Iran responded by announc- 
ing its rejection of any aid that might be offered by Israel or the 
racist regime in South Africa, thus proving that it is also 
concerned to attain solidarity among Muslim nations, the paper 
said. It goes without saying that such solidarity at tins critical 
moment is bound to speed up the process of co nstru cting bridges 
of understanding between Iran and Iraq, following years of 
conflict that resulted in heavy losses in life and property, die 
paper added. 

Writing in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily, columnist Mahmoud Al Riunwf 
says that Washington's recent derision to suspend a dialogue with 
the PLO places the Arab nation face to face with new realities. 
The reactions emerging from the Arab countries in reply to the 
American decision were not encouraging, and not to the level of 
the American challenge, says the writer. What is really needed 
now is to put the resolutions of the recent Baghdad summit into 
force, and to deal with the United States and other nations in light 
of their stand vis-a-vis the Palestine issue as agreed by the Arab 
leaders in that summit. Rhnawi says. The writer suggests an 
urgent meeting by Arab foreign ministers to discuss a joint step to 
confront the American escalation of tension in our region, and to 
work out a proper formula for the implementation of the summit's 
resolution. We should, not be calling on the Arab states to launch 
a new war in the region but rather to employ all means at tbeir 
disposal economically and politically in their confrontation with 
their common enemies, Rimawi adds. The Arab summit resolu- 
tions, be says, should serve as a guide for future Arab action. 

Al Dnstour daily said Sunday that Washington's decision to 
suspend a dialogue with the PLO disappointed many Arabs who 
had hoped that the United States would give up its biased stand 
towards Israel in order to seriously work out a formula for solving 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. Many Arab observers, said the paper, 
considered Washington's decision as a reply to the Baghdad Arab 
summit resolutions and an open manifestation of its Zionist- 
oriented policy that caters to the needs of Israel and tries to 
safeguard its interests rather than those of the United States itself. 
What is more, it said, the derision displayed dearly the 
contradiction between official American statements and the 
realities on the ground. The paper supported a call for convening 
an Arab foreign ministers meeting in Tunis to discuss what action 
the Arabs should take now in reply to the American 


Writing call options is not for the oil 


By Shawkat Hamraoudeh 

The writer is associate profes- 
sor of ceamuny at IJrexel Uni- 
versity in Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania. He is also a consul- 
tant to the Ministry of Energy 
in Jordan and formerly worked 
for the Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exp ortin g Coun- 
tries. 

THE debt plight of many- de- 
veloping countries has 
attracted significant attention 
during the last eight years. The 
origin of the problem is traced 
to kreased volatility of com- 
jnodity prices at a time when 
those countries were increasing 
tbeir borrowings in the hope 
that export proceeds would 
service the debt. The detb ser- 
vice payments have fed to a net 
outflow of capital which 
stowed their economic growth. 

The inability of these coun- 
tries to meet tbeir debt pay- 
ments has also increased the 
debt exposure of many com- 
mercial KanHwg lenders in the 
developed countries, causing 
these institutions to increase 
their loan-toss reserves. Conse- 
quently, banks’ earnings have 
dropped and their stocks have 
significantly underperformed 
the market. 

Several proposals were for- 
warded to help solve the de- 
veloping countries’ debt prob- 


lem. The proposed solutions 
have inducted loan reschedul- 
ing, debt reduction, debt-equi- 
ty swaps, Baker’s plan. Brad- 
ley’s plan... etc. A new propos- 
al was set forth by two eco- 
nomists at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Atlanta. The propos- 
al, which was forwarded by 
Femstcin and Abken,. makes 
use of commercial price volatil- 
ity to provide a new source of 
funds that may supplement 
these countries’ proceeds and 
help alleviate some of their 
detk burden. 

The proposal suggests that 
developing countries write 
(sell) long term, high strike call 
options on the prices of their 
primary commodities (oil, 
wheat, copper, coffee etc.). 
Hie buyers of the call options 
(whether businesses, traders or 
investors) purchase the right — 
not the obligation — to buy a 
certain volume of a commodity 
for a specified price on a given 
future date. The specified price 
is known in the options literature 
as -the. strike or exercise price. 
The option holder’s gain is the 
difference between the future 
price of the commodity and the 
strike price adjusted by the 
cost of purchasing the call op- 
tion. Thus, the gain of the call 
holder is unlimited, while the 
loss is limi ted to the cost of the 
option contract. The opposite 
is true for the writer of the 


option contract, which in this 
case is developing country. If 
the price of the commodity 
remains below the strike price 
plus the contract cost (the pre- 
mium), the option holder will 
not exercise foe option and the 
developing country will realise 
a premium while still being 
able to sell its commodity on 
the market. 

For example, Mexico can 
write an oil option for $27 per 
barrel on a given date in five 
. years, even though foe current 
price is only S17.25 per barreL 
The authors calculated foe pre- 
mium to be $2.25 per barrel. In 
this case, Mexico gams $2.25 
per barrel. If foe option holder 
does not exercise its right in 
five years (because the future 
price remains below foe strike 
price), Mexico can still sell its 
oil ax foe prevailing price. 
Therefore, developing coun- 
tries can secure an extra source 
of funds which can be used to 
ease their debt burden. For a 
country with the oil production 
of Iraq or Iran, this source 
theoretically can bring in 
several billion dollars a year. 

This proposal can be very 
useful for foe exporters of agri- 
cultural commodities which are 
characterised by high upward 
as well as downward volatility. 
The call options on foe prices 
of these commodities can be 


written on a yearly basis. Many 
developing countries will be 
encouraged to establish their 
own options markets. In fact, 
many American fanners . have 
already used call and pot op- 
tions to hedge future price 
fluctuations. It would not be 
surprising if farmers in de- 
veloping countries followed 
suit. 

The proposal is also useful 
for exporters of metals, such as 
copper, aluminium etc. 
However, since these metals 
are depletable resources and 
foe demand for them follows 
busines s cycles, the expiration 
period wfll be much longer 
than that of agricultural com- 
modities. Developing coun- 
tries will be interested in writ- 
ing call o p tions on these com- 
modities near the peak of foe 
business cycle while option 
buyers will* be more interested 
near the trough of foe cycle. 
The volatility, which is a prim- 
ary determinant of foe cost of 
foe call contract (foe pre- 
mium), will be much less than 
that of foe agricultural com- 
modities. This market will not 
be as useful for developing 
countries as that of the agri- 
cultural options market since 
foe interest of the participants 
depends on the phases of the 
business cycles. The prices of 
foe call options written on 


foose commodities may . not be 
as favourable . to developing 
, countries as prices of. those 
written on the agricultural pro- 
ducts, depending on the bus- 
iness cycle. 

The oil exporting developing 
countries, especially OPEG 
members, will not find the 
proposal useful. Allowing 
these countries to individually 
set strike prices along with . 
potential call buyers, wfll chal- 
lenge OPEC’s authority to 
administer oil prices. The. ma- 
jor oil exporters such as Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and UAE have 
bargained hard within OPEC " 
for the last six years to expand 
their dominance and market 
shares. Because of their huge 
oil reserves, their social prefer- 
ence function calls for gradual 
but reasonable increases in oil 
prices. These countries are not 
debt ridden arid they depend 
on their investment income to - , 
reduce their oil revenue vola- 
tility. Kuwait, for example, re- ; . 
ceives about $10 bflfion in in- 
vestment income a year bn 
assets worth over $80 billion, 
to them, selling call options on 
crude prices would be foe 
straw that broke 1 the camel’s 
back. In this case, the camel is 
OPEC. 

Moreover, there is wide 
agreement among oil -special- 
ists that foe demand for oil will 
rise at 2-2J> per cent annually 



Communist legacy persists fit 


German unification 
treaty highlights 


BONN, West Germany (AP) — 
Here are highlights of the treaty 
foat prepares the economic mer- 
ger of foe two German ys in July 
and the separate resolution rec- 
ognising the current Polish 
bolder. 

Overview — The two Ger- 
many* agree to create a monet- 
ary, economic and sodaJ union as 
a first step to unification under 
the West German constitution. 
The international implications of 
German unification need to be 
resolved in talks among the four 
victorious World War II powers 
— the Soviet Union, foe United 
States, Great Britain and France. 

Monetary Union — On July 1, 
the West German mark becomes 
the legal tender in East Germany, 
but because that day is a Sunday, 
implementation will actually be- 
gin July 2. The West German 
Bundesbank, or central bank, 
will have frill control over monet- 
ary policy in both countries. The 
economic onion will be based on 
a free-market economy, including 
private property, competition 
and workers’ rights. 

Conversion rates — Workers 
will have their wages converted 
from East German marks to West 
German marks at 1-1 rate. 

For savings deposits. East Ger- 
mans aged 14 and younger will be 
able to convert up to 2,000 marks 


($1,200) at a 1-1 rate. Those aged 
15-59 will be able to convert 4,000 
marks ($2,400) at foe 1-1 rate. 
People 60 and older can convert 
up 6,000 marks (3,600) at the 
favourable rate. All other savings 
will be converted at two East 
German marks for one West 
mark. 

East German pensions will be 
brought to West German levels, 
raising most of them. 

Debts will be converted a 2-1 
rate, more favourable to troubled 
East German companies. 

Border Resolution — In a re- 
solution separate from the econo- 
mic treaty, the parliaments in 
East and West Germany recog- 
nised the finality of Poland's 
Western border, delineated by 
the Oder-Neisse rivers. 

The resolution said “both sides 
declare that they will not raise 
territorial claims now or in the 
frituie.” 

Such a resolution had become a 
necessary component of interna- 
tional support .fen* the rapidly 
approaching unification. About 
one-thud of present day Poland is 
comprised of German territories 
lost after World War II. Poles 
had feared a united Germany 
might try to reclaim the land, a 
wish of many ultra-conservative 
German voters who considered it' 
rightful German property. 


LETTERS 


Appreciation 


To the Editor 

Official and private Jordanian proclamations of sympathy and 
offers of aid to foe victims of the Iranian earthquake have been 
very encouraging and heart-warming. 

As a hatf-I ranian who has been* living in Jordan for over one 
year, I can only confirm that I have never experienced any 
animosity on part of foe Jordanian people towards Iranians. At 
this time of helpless paralysis, my only means of contribution is 
this expression of appreciation. 

The hope remains that foe Iranian government, too, will see 
this sad occasion as an opportunity to break down artificially- 
created barriers. 

Sdrirfn H. Path! 

Amman. 


By Patrick Worsnip 

Reuter 


LONDON — While much of 
Eastern Europe heads towards 
Western-style democracy and 
market economics, the southern, - 
Balkan end of the former Soviet 
bloc is having trouble getting rid 
of its Communist legacy. 

The lifting of Moscow’s control 
over its Warsaw Pact allies last 
year led to peaceful anti-Com- 
m twist revolutions from foe Bal- 
tic to Hungary, but in foe Balkans 
— the peninsula between the 
Adriatic and Black seas — the 
future looks uncertain. 

Street clashes in Bucharest in 
foe past two weeks between 
opponents and supporters of 
Romania’s ruling National Salva- 
tion Front (NSF) have under- 1 
scored the problems of ending 
Communist rule almost over- 
night. 

Since the violent overthrow of 
President Nicolae Ceausescu last 
December, foe Communist Party 
has disappeared, but critics say 
foe from, which swept general 
elections last month, is domin- 
ated by ex-Commumsts whose 
methods have not changed. 

Neighbouring Bulgaria this 
month became foe first East 
European country freely to re- 
elect the Communists, who have 
renamed themselves foe Socialist 
Party and say they are committed 
to a market economy. 

Yugoslavia, which broke with 
Moscow in 1948 and pursued its 


own liberalised brand of Com- 
munism, has still not had free 
nationwide elections, and rising 
ethnic tensions threaten the in- 
tegrity of a country united only 70 
years ago. 

Albania, foe fourth Balkan 
country to fall under Communist 
sway after World War II, is only 
now starting to emerge from foe 
S talinis t rule which for years iso- 
lated it from most of foe world. 

Western analysts say the Bal- 
kan countries differ, widely and 
are likely to follow different 
paths, but they point to some 
common historical, social and 
economic reasons for the political 
conservatism of the region. 

Some blame the Turkish Otto- 
man empire, which ruled much of 
the area untfl foe 1870s and left 
behind a legacy of corruption. 

Because foe civil service has 
never been separate from the 
government, bureaucrafts have 
sought to preserve the regime to 
save their jobs, these analysts 
say. 

Others say the Orthodox 
Church, the dominant religious 
denomination in tire area, has a 
tradition of submission to tire 
authority of the day. 

But most agree that the relative 
economic underdevelopment of 
foe Balkans, compared with the 
more northern belt of Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, East Germany 
and Hungary, is a major cause of 
tire persistent influence of tire 
Communists. 

“Because the Balkans were 
more backward, economically 


and politically, the Co mmunis t 
system was not quite as in-: 
appropriate as in central 
Europe,” says George Sdboepf- 
tin, East European expert at the 
London School of Economics. 

The same factor, experts say, 
lies behind foe sharp division 
between the countryside ~and foe 
town, the workers and the intd- 
lectuals. 

This was seen most graphically 
in Romania, where the govern- 
ment brought in miners from the 
provinces to break up opposition 
demonstrations by students in foe 
capitaL. 

In Bulgaria, too; rural areas 
voted largely' for 'foe Socialist 
Party, while urban dwellers 
tended towards the opposition 
Union of Democratic Forces- 
Another factor hindering the 
development of freewheeling 
democracy, analysts say, is foe 
destabilising Influence of foe 
area's complex ethnic mix, which 
led in the past to furious disputes 
over territory. ■ 

Indeed foe term “Balkanisa- 
tion” is defined by dictionaries as 
meaning “to divide an area into 
small, antagonistic states.” 
“People think; Anyone who 
opposes foe government must be 
opposed — they really want to 
destroy our country. Hence the 
violence,” says Jonathan Eyal, 
assistant director of Britain’s 
Royal United Services Institute. 

The 19th century German 
statesman Otto von Bismarck is 
reported to have said: “If there is 
ever another war in Europe, it 


daring tins decade. Most of the-, 
increase in demand will be met ' 
from OPEC production. This 
means that OPEC’s output will 
reach 26-27 "millio n barrels a 
day in foe year 1993-94. Bar- 
ring any significant additions to 
capacity, OPEC’s excess 
capacity wfll decfine to around 
one- mfflaoe-'barrefe'a. day by 
1993/94- This sets the stage for 
the small producers- such as 
Iibya, Venezuela, Algeria and 
Nigeria, Sotae" of which are' 
debt burdened, to spearhead 

increases m Oil price.- Any five. . 
year rix&e price will become, 
-irrelevant and meaningless to 
these conritnes”' Moreover, nr, 
such an atmosphere of a right, 

. oil market, wiiting call.options 
with accelerating strike prices 
wfll* put more -pressures on 
futures ' oil prices .as well as ; - 
frrturespotprices.v . 

The 'proposal. IsecxwEe? more 
meaningful: - for OPEC ’ coon- - 
' tries if The organisation itself: 
writes cafloptions on behalf. irf , 
its members. In tins case, it w2L- 
~ substitute it&c ur re mt ofl pricing ' : 
pohcy -wifo -anctoCT^;:^ ; ’ v 

OPECs most iHgent task k 
to stabilise pn^ difrm^ fliSs 
year and foe following one. A 
. more feasible prppd8al. "ftir. 
OPEC during these rtwpyearsr 
is to write three monfoTnturds 
contracts... Even this proposal 
will not. see the Zighrbecaase. 
time is "On OPECs sidel ; "v 


will come out: ofSome damned _ .. 
aHy thing -in jthe Balkans'.” -v 

- The- outbreak of Wotid War I 
proved him right. 'Mott' experts 
nowadays do. not see such a 
threat, but many predict troubled 
times for the xegKHil' ^ 

- - The disturbances ia-Romaxtia, - 

experts believe, . could act as a 
brake on /econ and . ' 

foe pfomng of tossHmakmglndus-^ 
tries now foat 7 fliescu, officially 
mstaDed oh June 20, has put 
temseffinthe debt of the miners. 

“Once; foe working class has 
beea used asa pohtical weapon, .. 
how can you-g6 hack and say: : 
‘Qkay^bc^.we’regoing to dose 
you down/?” S<fooepfiin raid. t. 
■' The - oonservWiWcL'West Ger- 
_ man daily Die Welt Said last week . 
that-BnJgaria, too, was a “timer . . 
bomb’Vdue to frustration by the 
T younger generation attire conr 
tinuin& power of tire . old Com- 2 
mimist network. But other com- . 
mehtators say the Bulgarian lead- 
ership is genuinely committed to . 
change. . . i . . -• : \1 

Most analysts think the Balkan 
countries cannot simply continue . 
as they for 40 years, partly be- 
cause of their bankrupt econo- 
mies adpartly because the threat 
of Soviet- intervention has dis- 
appeared. 

' “Now that has gone, yon are 
likely to see more attempts atr 
rebellion; because the only ques- " 
tion is; Can yon make it?” Eyal !•’ 
said. “But there is also foe possi- 
bility you’ll get authoritarian- . 
governments.” 
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Kashmir — a paradise 
resembles hell today 
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The &P an <»r ripples the glassy surface of Nagwa Lake In Kashmir (File photo) 


By Ear ken Fisher 
The Atsoeiited Pm* 
SRINAGAR. India — It's 
springtime in Kashmir, and there 
are roses everywhere. 

Bigger than peonies, blush- 
pink roses bloom in regal splen- 
dour in the meticulously tended 
17th century Mogul gardens. 
Neatly pruned and staked, white 
and yellow roses invoke the im- 
age of pas: prosperity outside the 
shuttered tourist hotels facing 
Dal Lake. 

Kashmir, crossroads of the 
undent world, way station on the 
old "silk road" from the Near 
East to the Far East, was once a 
paradise. 

Today it is an armed camp. 

Employees of the state govern- 
ment, whose association with In- 
dian authority is enough to make 
the targets for the guns of inde- 
pendence-minded Kashmiris, are 
escorted by armed guards from 
barricaded hostels inside the 
compound of the no-longer- 
needed tourist office to barri- 
caded office buildings. 

In the Mogul gardens over- 
looking the lake, the only people 
in sight are two elderly gardeners 
and two young soldiers taking a 
break from Trying to contain the 
burgeoning Muslim revolt. 


Down in the dty, red roses are 
shredded petal by petal and scat- 
tered on fresh graves. The fragr- 
ance of the roses wafts across 
these ■■martyrs 1 cemeteries*' cre- 
ated for victims of the strug gl e 
between Muslim separatists and 
the government of India, which is 
officially secular but dominated 
by Hindus. 

Indian soldiers and paramilit- 
ary police guard Srinagar's main 
streets and every bridge over the 
Jbelum river, which snakes 
through the dty of of 1 million 
people. 

By day. parts of Srinagar 
assume an air of near -normality. 
Smalt groceries and butcher 
shops open. Pedestrians, bicy- 
cles, horse carts, minibuses and 
cars ply the streets. 

By night, when curfew is im- 
posed as it has been since winter, 
Srinagar is a ghost town. 

Streets start emptying an hour 
before the usual 6 p.m. deadline. 
People check their watches to see 
how much time they have to get 
home, or at least out of sight of the 
patrols. 

Packs of shaggy black and 
brown dogs roam the streets with 
their sturdy puppies, rested after 
a day of lolling in the sun. A 
single howl starts a canine chorus 


that reverberates across the city. 

Out on Dal Lake and adjacent 
Nageen Lake, soldiers and dogs 
are rarely heard. About 13J0 
houseboats are licensed to take 
paying guests, but hardly any 
tourists arrive these days. 

Moonlight shimmers across the 
water. Ducks quack once in a 
while. 

The occasional dip of an oar 
ripples the lake's glassy surface. 
Houseboat dwellers and their 
small, arrowlike boats called 
“shikaras" are not bound by the 
curfew if they stay away from 
shore. 

Kashmir, whose name was 
anglicised by British colonial rul- 
ers to describe the "cashmere** 
wool of the shawls and carpets 
still woven here, has long been 
synonymous with beauty. 

Over the centuries, followers 
of most of the world's great reli- 
gions came here: Muslim, now 
the majority; Hindus: Buddhists, 
who still have a few remote 
monasteries in Kashmir; Christ- 
ians, who operate a few schools; 
and Jews, whose last known de- 
scendants departed for Israel or 
Indian cities in the past decade. 

One legend says Moses, a pat- 
riarch of the Jewish, Christian 
and Islamic faiths, passed this 


way. 

Another holds that Jesus did 
not die on the cross, but came to 
Kashmir, lived to the age of SO 
and was buried as "yuz asaf ' in a 
tomb that still can be seen in the 
center of Srinagar. A third says 
the Prophet Mohammad also so- 
journed in Kashmir. 

Mogul emperors, fresh from 
spreading Islam across the Hindu 
lands of India, sought respite in 
Kashmir, building magnificent 
forts and terraced gardens of 
geometrical precision." Later, the 
British would move rheir women 
and children from the summer- 
time dust and heat of the plains to 
the coo!, clean air of the Hima- 
layan lakes and hills. 

By the I9SUs. Kashmir 
attracted bOO.OHO tourists a year, 
including about 50.OUO fore- 
igners. Indian families and hon- 
eymooners came as the growing 
middle class found time and 
money to visit a place that 
seemed a bit foreign but didn't 
require a passport or foreign cur- 
rency. which was hard to come 
by. 

In 19S9. as the militant Muslim 
movement spun into one of iis 
periodic cycles of bombings and 
killings, the number of visitors 
dropped by one-third. 


I am fine 


By Je&ka -Baldwin 

■ Associated Press 

LONDON—^ Despite appeals for 
it to stop* 10-year-old Craig Sher- 
gold receives hundreds of get- 
well cards^daily from strangers 
trying to.beip irim win a place in 
the Cnim»«s Book of World Re- 
cords.-: ' 

Craig^wfeo suffers from a rare 
form of Jxcaia cancer, broke the 
recordmbnths ago. but the cards 
keep comii^More than 16 mil- 
lion tes* atjowdd.-'. . 

**We.>don*t want any more 
cards tieeanst; it looks as though 
we WJtaki ny r: jcards fof'-no 
rtaaOT.^^^smo&cr, Marion, 
safr tamfly home In 

Carehahc^^Stwtli ‘ London. 

"Evei^fflrd ^ays Sve hope yon 
make ft rntbe^record books, 1 so it 
seems kmd 'of greedy to keep 
accepting them, "she: Slid. 

Donajtf McFarlan , the editor of 
the Gujnness : Boo fc said he tried 
to <fiss»8e the 5hergolds from 
then rerarfj^ them 

that it wcH^spcral put of control. 

■!tpu|^9^Md*tis^hat once it 
goes ’* mOksmoioljt is absolutely 
urtstopj^jte i ’’ J Mdrarlan said. 

Tb e grt^ Qcard category was 
discontinued once after Mario 
Morby T*Id the’ record with 
l,000^65 canis. McFarlan said 
the 13-yeaf-oJd - English boy is 
recoveri ng’ ■■fr om his Leukemia 
but the family still deceives cards 

three ywsr haer. 

McFarjao revived the category 
after huensb pressure, and Craig 
now hbHfctbe record. 

- “I thcft^ilfrad decided over a 

year agathat (Mario Morby) 
woordd hipnthe list one, but it is 
veiy difficult to hold out against 
ah emotive press. I couldn't do 
my job --^.WcH-lmtentiohed, very 


stop 


sentimental people called me at 
work and I received quite a lot of 
hate mail, including one that said. 
*if you have children I hope they 
die of cancer. 

Craig's record will be included 
in the 1991 edition published in 
October, he said. Guinness hasn't 
announced a specific figure for 
their book, but the count is above 
16 million. 

The editor said he was trying to 
protea the Shergokls “from an 
ugly situation, "particularly if 
Craig had died. The cards would 
have kept coming." 

Craig had an operation in Jan. 
1988 that removed three-quarters 
of a brain rumor. Mrs. Shergold 
said doctors believe chemother- 
apy and radiotherapy have suc- 
cessfully stemmed the disease’s 
spread into his spinal cord. 

“He's in wonderful sprits," 
Mrs. Shergold said. 

When Craig is feeling up to it. 
He visits the Wallington post 
office, the local depot responsible 
for delivery of the cards. 

“Last night we had 68 trays of 
about 350 letters per tray for 
Craig Shergold. Those were 
mostly from the States and some ! 
from South Africa," said Michael 
Wilkinson, the post office mana- j 
ger. "Las} week we bad 51.000 > 
items and judging by yesterday 
and today's load, we’ll have even 
more this week." 

The crush causes extra work 
for the post office, Wilkinson ; 
said. 

The cards are stuffed into bags 
and delivered to the Sutton Un- 
ited Football Team Club House, 
where 30 of Craig’s family and 
friends spend four hours every 
Thursday night counting between 
50,000 and 100,000 cards. 
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Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan . 
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Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m:-Midnight 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 
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cuisine in Amman. 
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CHINESE 
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Engineers’ Housing 
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Lunch Friday only 
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Come and taste our 
specialities 
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UAE-OPEC dilemma resurfaces 


By Eric Hall 
Reuter 


DUBAI — Iraq is raising 
pressure on the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to cut oil 
output, bringing to the boil the 
longstanding problem of hav- 
ing two big oil producers — 
Aba Dhabi and Dubai — rep- 
resented as only one member 
in the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exproting Countries 
(OPEC). 

Iraq attacked the UAE Fri- 
day for undermining attempts 
by OPEC to reverse a 30 per 
cent oil price slide by keeping a 
tight lid on supplies. 

The UAE, which has been 
ignoring OPEC output rules, 
snapped back that it bad hon- 
oured a promise at a May 
emergency OPEC meeting to 
cut back production, and repe- 
ated its demand for a two 
million barrel per day quota to 
match its high reserves. 

A dose aide to OPEC Presi- 
dent Sadek Boussena, who is 
in the Gulf appealing for pro-' 
duction restraint, predicted a 
stormy meeting of OPEC 
ministers in Geneva July 25 to 
apportion individual quotas to 
the cartel's 13 fractious mem- 
bers. 


The sharp exchange, howev- 
. er, is only the latest reflection 
of the problematic UAE posi- 
tion in OPEC which has dog-' 
ged the organisation for years. 
Gulf oil analysts said Sunday. 

“It is coming to a head now 
because some members, such 
as Iraq, are reaching their eco- 
nomic breaking point with low 
oil prices and if (the problem) 
continues, OPEC will lose cre- 
dibility,'' siad one UAE-based 
Westtem oil analyst. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Saadonn Hammadi, in Abu 
Dhabi Saturday with a letter 
for die UAE, said: “A drop in 
oil prices harms ail OPEC 
members, but the harm is big- . 
ger to such an indebted and 
more populated country as 
Iraq.” 

The root of the problem is 
that the UAE is a federation of 
seven sheikhdoms, influenced 
but not ruled absolutely by the 
federal government in Abu 
Dhabi, the biggest emirate. 

This means, the analysts 
said, that Oil Munster Mana 
Said A1 Oteiba presides for the 
UAE at OPEC meetings but 
effectively speaks only for Abu 
Dhabi and. as he (fid Saturday, 
usually refers only to Abu 
Dhabi when he speaks of im- 


plementing policy. 

Abu Dhabi's own oil policy 
is set by the Supreme Pet- 
roleum Council chaired by 
Crown Pince Sheikh Khalifa 
Ibn Zaid A1 Nahayan. Oteiba 
is one of the council's 11 direc- 
tors. 

The ruling Maktoum family 
of Dubai, the second biggest 
emirate and producer of a high- 
quality crude, have traditional- 
ly followed a liberal economic 
policy which has included pro- 
ducing at or near capacity of 
around 400,000 barrels per day 
(bpd). 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


The oil analysts estimate 
Abu Dhabi’s sustainable out- 
put capacity at around 1.7 mil- 
lion bpd and is presently pro- 
ducing 1.6 million. 

The other emirates rely on 
Abu Dhabi for financial help. 
They produce no o3, or very 
little, and their output is not 
included in the OPEC quota 
system. 

Abu Dhabi and Dubai there- 
fore produce two million bpd 
between them and it is their 
combined output which OPEC 
has always assessed when 


drawing up quotas. 

Last November, . OPEC 
awarded the UAE an official 
quota of 1-095 million bpd 
after Oteiba rejected anything 
less than two million. 

Many oQ market analysts are 
surprised that the UAE has 
been able to hold out so easily 
against pressure from fellow 
OPEC members, especially 
Sandi Arabia, which wants a 
leak-proof output pact. . 

There is no obvious answer 
but political analysts said that 
the federal structure itself 
makes it difficult to target any 
one emir a t e as an overprodne- 
er, and that historically the 
emirates have preserved 
strong-willed independence 
that has protected them in the 
often turbulent Gulf region. 


UAE analysts said A bn 
Dhabi believes the OPEC 
quota should apply only to 
Abu Dhabi, and should be 
around par with Kuwait’s 1.5 
milli on bpd. 

Oteiba has also repeatedly 
siad UAE proven ofl reserves, 
which he said were 116 billion 
barrels, are second only to 
Saudi reserves of over 250 tril- 
lion and thus deserve a higher 
quota. 


Iraq disputes this and says it 
has tbe second biggest reserves 
with over 100 billion barrels. 

Other OPEC states also 
want calculations to take into 
account the size of population, 
economy, and historical levels 
of production, all of which 
mitigate against the UAE 
which has a population of only 
1.6 million, most of them fore- 
igners. 

Abu Dhabi is also upset be- 
cause it feels it has suffered in 
the past by trying to keep 
OPEC agreements, the 
analysts said. 

In 1988, h lost important 
Japanese customers by keeping 
to official OPEC prices when 
other Gnlf producers cut 
theirs. It finally cut prices and 
raised output Since then, it 
has effectively ignored OPEC 
quotas, the analysts said. 

On Sunday, tbe semi-official 
Abu Dhabi newspaper A1 Itti- 
had carried an editorial dose 
to Otdba’s thinking. 

“History testifies to the 
UAE's sacrifices to OPEC uni- 
ty and strength. But instead of 
receiving thanks, we now hear 
words hurting our country and 
doubting its defence of OPEC 
cohesion.” the editorial said. 


U.S., Japan expect 
after complicated 



at* 


TOKYO (R) — The United 
States and Japan Monday start a 
final round of trade talks that 
officials expect to be tough and 
complicated but to end in agree- 
ment. 

Negotiators from the'two sides 
will meet at Japan’s foreign 
ministry for the last session of the 
structural impediments initiative 
(SII), the end of a year-long 
exercise to hammer out measures 
to cat a U.S. trade deficit with 
Japan that is now about $49 
billion. 

The SII has marked an unpre- 
cedented exercise in diplomacy, 
with both countries making prop- 
osals for wide-ranging changes in 
the other’s economic system, a 
process most nations would re- 
gard as gross interference in 
sovereign affairs. 

Bat the interdependence of 
Japan and tbe United States has 
become so great that they have 
no alternative but to each listen 
patiently to lectures on econo- 
mics from the other, economists 
here said. 

Japan has made 80 suggestions 
on how the U.S. could improve 
its economy and reduce its trade 
deficit, while the United States 
has made more than 200 sugges- 


tions on how Japan should open up 
iis markets and reduce excessive 
consumer and land prices. 

The talks are scheduled for. 
Monday and Tuesday but Kabun 
Mnto, Japan’s Minister of Inter- 
national Trade and Industry 
(MTTI) told a news conference 
Friday that they could drag on 
into Wednesday. He said that 
Japan would not sit passively by 
and just listen to the U.S. side.. 


“We are determined to get an 
agreement through in this ses- 
sion,’' Foreign Ministry' spokes- 
man Taizo Watanabe said Friday. 
“Even if the talks are prolonged 
an extra day, we wQl finish.” . . 


Interim report 


The two sides issued an interim 
report in April that will be the 
basis of this week's final report. 

U.S. negotiators have shown 
the Japanese side a U.S. draft, of 
tbe final report One Japanese 
government official who has' seen - 
it said the draff offers (ess than 
the U.S. pledged in the interim 
report. 

In the interim report, the U.S. 
side agreed to increase spending 
on education, cut its huge budget 


and trade defidts, OKX3urage^v- 

mgs and improve the quality of its 

work force and product competi- 
tiveness. '• • - 

For its part,. Japaa. agreed to. 
tighten up Its. anti-monopoly 
laws, bring high iandpri^rader 
control and to. make it easier to 
open the large retail stores which 
import more foreign -goods; -> • 
■■■ “Japan’s Fair Trade .Commis- 
sion (FTC) will nmrc actiyely- 
resort to criminal penalties for 
violation of the anti monopoly , 
act,” FTC Chairman Setsnp 
Umezawa promised Thursday: - 
Umezawa told- . businessmen 
Japan, like European countncs^ 
has often, imposed surcharges, 
against firms that violate the tew, 
rather than 1 resort ; to criminal 
penalties. - 

In 1991, Japan will raise its 
surcharges, be -said.. ' 

Japan has also (nomised-to 
change its foreign exchange law , 
to pro m ote direct investment by-; 
foreigners in Japan; . 

But tte talks tide week wifl'not 
. "be plain, sailing. 

Japanese Ieaders have refused 
to meet a U.S; demand thatthey 
.target public works spendingas.* 


f 

'kQ> 




- > i a 

v\. 

v 






j a 

& 


.\Io 


' 






i-or 

if 


y 

•i 




& 


■ ‘ 


JKn* 


product (GNP). 


>L?' 




Unemployment, 

inflation 

cloud 

German 

unification 


EAST BERLIN (R) — With only 
a week to go until German econo- 
mic and monetary union, the 
prospect of mass unemployment 
and a price explosion are cloud- 
ing enthusiasm in East Germany 
for the “big bang." 

Next Sunday, the mighty West 
German Deutsd&emark becomes 
the currency of East Germany 
and a ruined economy shackled 
for more than 50 years by central 
command — first under the 
Nazis, then under the Commun- 
ists — faces a no-hoMs-barred 
encounter with tree-market capi- 
talism. 

State subsidies and price con- 
trols, which kept East German 
prices and rents artificaliy pegged 
for 40 years, will disappear in a 
unique experiment in economic 
metamorphosis . 

Officials on both sides of the 
fast vanishing Berlin Wall believe 
East German shops, long plagued 
by shortages and low quality, will 
suddenly be brimming with 
attractive Western goods. But 
who will be able to afford them? 

East Germans will cash in then- 
soft currency, lately nicknamed 
“aluminium chips”, at varying 
exchange rates for hard marks, 
but latest surveys suggest most- 
will bank the money in anticipa- 
tion of hard times to come. 

Only a third of East Germans 
swapping their bank accounts 
into Deutscfaemarks have applied 
to withdraw cash, and the aver- 
age is 800 marks (5480), less than 
half tbe amount available on July 
■1, reflecting fears of unemploy- 
ment. 

Many are not even sure their 
employers will be able to afford 
next month's first hard currency 
pay cheque. 

Economics Minister Gerhard 
Pohl said Friday nearly a third of 
all state-owned enterprises, em- 
ploying 43 per cent of the indust- 
rial work force, was likely to go 
bust. 

Even factories capable of sur- 
viving the competition with West- 
ern industry face severe liquidity 
problems and will have to slim 
down their bloated work force. 

The redundancy rate could be 
even higher among employees of 
East German local authorities, 
whose wage will not be covered 
. from Bonn. 

Experts in both states expect 
up to three milli on of East Ger- 
many's nine million workers to be 
unemployed within a year. Pes- 
simists believe there could be 
serious social unrest. 

The question is whether the 
crash landing will rapidly make 
way for a second German econo- 
mic miracle, similar to the boom 
which followed West Germany’s 
1948 currency reform, or .whether 
it will leave an enduring depress- 
ion with hundreds of thousands 
more East Germans swarming to 
the West. 

Finding work is likely to be far 
easier in booming West Germany 
than in the East for the foresee- 
able future. 

In a bid to protect East Ger- 
man industry, the East .Berlin 
government bas imposed an 11- 
per cent tariff on all imports from 
the West. 

But the tax may simply drive 
citizens to shop in West Berlin 
and across the border in West 
Germany, driving another nail 
into the coffin of the East Ger- 
man economy. 


Soviet oil exports drop 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Soviet Union’s oil exports drop- 
ped nearly 10 per cent last year 
and U.S. officials have voiced 
concern about posable disrup- 
tions of supply for Eastern 
Europe and shortages for Soviet 
residents. 

Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) fignres showed the Soviets 
exported 3.69 million barrels of 
ofl a day in 1989, down from 4.08 
million in 1988. A barrel holds 
159.6 litres of oil. 

U.S. specialists say tbe decline 
is almost equal to the drop in 
Soviet oil production, which they 
attributed to aging oil fields 
whose yields are declining, wells 
that became waterlogged because 
the Soviets tried to increase pro- 
duction by forcibly injecting wells 
with water and a lack of funds for 
explorations of new offshore and 
arctic cirde fields. 

Recent labour and ethnic un- 
rest have also disrupted oil pro- 
duction. 

The Soviet Union, which uses 
most of its ofl at home, is still the 
world's largest oil producer. But 
U.S. government officials say this 
could change. 

“Without Western assistance, 
production will probably decline 
dramatically.'' said one official, 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The Kremlin must make a con- 
certed effort to attract foreign 
investment in offshore drilling and 
in technology to salvage wells 
damaged by years of forced pro- 
duction in western Siberia and 
other regions, the official said. 


U.S. companies are eager to 
sell their technology and know- 
how to tbe Soviets, but most are 
deterred by bureaucratic red tape 
and by the difficulties in convert- 
ing profits from Soviet rubles into 
dollars. 

* Furthermore, U.S. and other 
companies are concerned about 
mattin g deals with the Soviet 
Ministry of Petroleum and Gas 
Industry, which has undergone 
several reorganisations in the past 
year as the Kremlin struggles with 
economic reforms. 

U.S. officials are uncertain 
whether this year’s drop foretells 
a dramatic interruption in supplies 
to Eastern Europe, or whether 
such temporary cut-offs previous- 
ly happened bat were unreported 
by the secretive former commun- 
ist governments of tbe Soviet 
bloc. 

So far this year, the Soviets 
have sharply cut supplies to their . 
one-time Communist allies in 
Eastern Europe, but they have 
promised to make op the shortfall 
by summer. 

The U.S. ofl industry also has 
seen a cutback in domestic pro- 
duction in recent years, with ag- 
ing wells, environmental objec- 
tions to offshore drilling and 
weak prices as contributing fac- 
tors. 

U.S. production declined from 
nine million barrels a day in 1985 
to about 7.4 million barrels a day 
now, while imports rose from 31 
per cent of consumption to about 
50 per cent. ■ 

In 1989 export cuts affected 
Soviet sales to Western Europe, 


surprising analysts who believed 
the Kremlin was so strapped for 
cash that it would have reduced 
supplies to Eastern Europe — 
which pays for Soviet oil with 
goods, not money. 

U.S. officials are divided, 
however, on whether future de- 
clines in Soviet exports will come 
at the expense of the Kremlin's 
newly democratic clients in East- 
ern Europe. 

Eastern Europe, heavily inde- 
bted and trying to move from a 
central to a free-market eco- 
nomy, reties on the Soviets for 70 
per cent of its ofl. 

One U.S. official said Eastern 
Europe probably can cont in ue to 
rely on Soviet ofl supplies in the 
short term. 

East Europeans migh t work 
out an agreement undrer which 
they wfl] barter goods for ofl at 
real market prices, rather than 
the heavily subsidised and un- 
realistic prices both sides enjoyed 
m the past, he said. 

The Soviets would gain badly 
needed consumer goods — two- 
thirds of their consumer goods 
come from their once-comnnmist 
allies — and could use tbe ex- 
isting network of pipelines to 
Eastern Europe rather than going 
to the expense of transporting 
their oil fry tankers, be said. 

But others disagree. 

Hungary, Poland and Romania 
will probably opt for increasing 
their trade with Middle Eastern 
ofl exporters rather than pay the 
Soviets with scarce hard curren- 
cy, wrote Robert Cdpaken, a 
senior political economist. - 


British defence 
industry’s greatest enemy 


By Nick Louth 
Reurer 


LONDON — Britain’s defence 
industry is facing its greatest 
enemy — peace. 

Arms orders and jobs are 
threatened by the end of the cold 
war and defence companies are 
straggling to cut their reliance on 
weapons and traditional battleg- 
rounds quickly enough. 

“They've all been trying to 
diversify away from defence, 
they've seen cuts coming,” said 
Judy Stewart, defence electronics 
analyst at Brokers KJeinwort 
Benson. 

The British government’s wait- 
and-see 1 attitude on defence cuts 
turned into ’ action last week. 
Treasury slice £600 million ($ 1 
billion) from military spending. 

This was an unprecedented re- 
fusal to bail out inflation within 
the Ministry- of Defence budget, 
and reflects changing public 
perception about Soviet inten- 
tions. 

“We must ask if this is a pre- 
cursor to even deeper cuts when 
tile results of the defence review 
are known.” said analyst Chris 
Tarry at stock Brokerage Klein- 
wort Benson. 

The longer term defence re- 
view, or options for change as 
Defence Secretary Tom King 
calls it, depends on the outcome 
of con ventional forces in Europe 
(CFE) talks between the super- 
powers in Vienna. 

But no-one doubts that an arms 
industry used to feast and famine 
will face less feast and more 

famin e. 

For British defence companies, 
.with annual domestic sales of £8.5 
billion ($14.6 billion) and exports 
of around £3 billion ($5.2 trillion), 
tbe outlook is bleak. 

The assumption that only fu- 


ture programmes were at risk has 
been blown out of the water. 

Announcing the cuts. Defence 
Procurement Minister Alan Clark 
said he was cancelling an order 
for 33 Tornado strike aircraft 
which are already being built, 
saving about £100 million ($170 
million) this year. It is on certain 
where the rest of tbe $500 million 
($860 million) in cots will fan. 

“If anything the stock market 
underestimated the risk to tbe 
arms industry,” said Michael Blo- 
ga at Brokerage James Capel. 

Tbe market reacted quickly to 
the cuts, trimming $150 million 
($260 million) from the value of 
defence shares. 


Pic is seen as faring better, with a 
static but profitable military en- 
gine business accounting for 25 
per cent of sales, and growing 
civil strength. 

But while sales to the North 


Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) members deteriorate 


The Tornado decision may 
mean job cuts at British Aeros- 
pace Pic (BAE). BAE is part of a 
consortium building the plane, 
with Messerschmidt-Boelkow- 
Blohm, a subsidiary of West Ger- 
many's Daimler-Benz AG, and 
Italy’s state-owned Aeritalia Spa. 

The news coincided with bad 
news for British arms exports 
when General Electric Company 
Pic’s, GEC-Ferranti unit 
announced plans to shed up to 
550 jobs because of a lost U.S. air 
force order and ferocious com- 
petition in defence electronics. 


other world hot spots offer 
opportunities for weapons and 
defence equipment dealers. 

BAE and Rolls have big sales 
in the Middle East, a reliable 
source of tension, ami in emerg- 
ing South East Asian economies. 

But companies with heavy 
commitments to land-based 
forces will suffer heavily when 
Britain scales back its army on 
die Rhine — fast becoming a 
post-World War II anachronism. 


Diversification 


Diversification is a key strategy to 
cope with tiie vagaries in defence 
spending, and few pursued it as 
vigorously as BAE. 

In 1980 its sales were 90 per 
cent military, but fry 2988 the 
growth in commercial airliner 
orders and the acquistion of car 
maker Rover had diluted this to 
47 per cent. However, 70 per cent 
of BAE profits are still from 
military sales. 

Jet engi maker Rolls-Royce 


This clouds the prospects of 
tank-maker Vickers Pic, phis 
GKN Pic and United Scientific 
Holdings Pic which both make a 
variety of armoured vehicles. 

Vickers had hoped for a British 
army order for 600 challenger 
tanks worth £ 1 billion (SI. 7 
billion) by tbe year and, but is 
putting a brave face on the con- 
sensus this will be halved as 
Europe looks a less likely battle- 
field. 

“Even a reduced order (of 300) 
would be six years work, and 
that’s not counting overseas mar- 
kets which are currently very 
buoyant," a company spokesman- 
said. Vickers derives 20 per cent 
of its sales from defence, a figure 
said it is happy with. 

Bnt overall , analysts see cuts 
overshadowing Britain's defence 
industry quite rapidly — too fast 
to allow for a smooth reaction by 
the companies concerned. 

“Wre going to see some ill 
winds blowing, it’ll be a bit chop- 
py and bumpy in tbe industry,” 
said Klemwort's Tarry. 


ECONOMY NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi bank posts nil profit 


NICOSIA (R) — National Commercial Bank (NCB), Sandi 
Arabia’s biggest hank in terms of assets, said Sunday it made nil 
profit in 1989 and set aside hefty loan loss provisions for the third 
consecutive year. The privately owned NCB said it cut its 
provisions by five per cent to 917 million riyals ($244 million) in 
1989. NCB made loan loss provisions of 965 million riyals ($257 
million) in 1988. It set aside a similar, amount in 1987 and declared 
zero profit for both years. Total revenues grew by 11 per cent in 
1989 to 8,907 million riyals ($2375 million) while operating 
expenses dropped 26.6 per cent to 1,095 million riyals ($292 
million), NCB said in a statement. Assets also grew to 86,628 
milli on riyals ($23 billion) from 79,117 millioa ($21.1 bfltion) in 
1988. Bankers said NCB, unlike most of the kingdom’s 12 
commercial banks, is still grappling with a bad debt problem 
caused by private sector loans which went soar daring the 
mid-1980’s. Most of Sandi Arabia's other banks reported their 
strongest performance in five years, thanks to a huge influx of 
funds due to higher oil. prices and interest rates in 1989. The 
newest Saudi bank — former money changer AI Rajhi Banking 
and Investment Corporation — said its net profit nearly doubled 
to 1.028 billion riyals ($274 million) in 1969, compared with 588 
million ($157 million) in 1988. The third wholly Saudi-owned 
bank, Riyadh B ank, said its 1989 profit declined by 3.4 per cent 
but was still substantial at 255 m3fion riyals ($68 million). Seven 
of tiie kingdom’s nine joint- venture banks reported higher profits 
in 1969. 


Iraq to sign Airbus deal 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is to sign a $500 million contract Sunday 
to boy five Aixbus passenger planes, Iraqi Airways Director 
General Nuriddin Al Safi was quoted as saying. European 
conglomerate Airbus Industrie will supply three A310-3OQs within 
two years and two in subsequent years, Al Thawra daily Sunday 
quoted Al Safi as saying. Iraqi airways had already chartered two 
airbases, he added. A lifting of government travel curbs in 
January had created a need for more planes, Al Safi said. Tbe 
restrictions were imposed daring tiie eight-year Iran-Iraq war 
which halted in August 1988. 


Hammadi in Qatar 


NICOSIA (R) — Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Saadoon Hammadi arrived 
in Qatar Sunday on the second leg of a Golf tour to discuss 
stabilising tbe international ofl market, the official Qatari News 
Agency said. Hammadi arrived from Abu Dhabi where he began 
his pash to get oil producing Gulf countries to halt over- 
production and prop up plunging prices. Tbe agency, received in 
Cypres, said Hammadi brought a letter from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein for Qatar’s leader Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad Al 
Thani. It said Hammadi's talks with Qatari officials would focus 
on the need to stick to production quotas set by the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries. Oil prices dropped sharply in 
the last six months from $21 in January to aronnd $14 per barrel 
recently. 


Doubt cast on petrochemical project 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti newspaper Sunday cast doubt on the 
feasibility of a proposed, $2 billion petrochemical complex whose 
construction was promoted by former Oil Minister Sheikh Ali Al 
Khalifa Al Sabah. Sheikh Ali was shifted to the finanw* ministry 
last week in the most important change in a cabinet reshuffle. He 
held the oil job for 12 years and was replaced by 40-year-old 
Rashid Salem Al Ameeri, a U.S.-educated academic. The 
eight-plant project was approved in March by the Supreme 
Planning Council and is expected to come on stream around 1995. 
It will produce low and high density ploythylene, ethylene glycol, 
polystyrene, styrene monomer, styrene butadiene and aromatics. 
Tbe daily Al Rai Al Aam, noting that Kuwait first thought of 
establishing a petrochemical industry in the 1960s, said: “It is 
logical to ask why the project was frozen in those days and 
remained dormant until now...” “Such a project should not be 
allowed to fail and nobody should gamble with such sums if one is 
not sure of the project’s commercial feasibility,” it said in a 
front-page editorial which also called for further studies of the 
project. 


Lukanov urges adoption of reform 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria’s Socialist Prime Minister Andrei 
Lukanov urged the country’s newly-elected parliament Saturday 
to adopt radical economic reforms soon. “The national assembly 
should lose no time to bring in radical economic reform,” 
Lukanov said in an interview with Bulgarian Television. The 
Socialist Party (BSP) — tbe successor to the Communist Party 
which ruled the country since 1946 — has a majority in the 
parliament which will meet for the first time on July 10. Lukanov 
again called for a coalition government. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, June 24, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


ILS. dollar 
Pound Slating 
Dcutrchcmark 
Swi» franc 


Bar Sea 

667.0 671.0 

1166.1 1163.0 

398.1 400-5 


472.6 473.4 


French franc 118.7 H9.4 

Japanese yen (tor 100) 431.2 433.8 
OUEfagnader 354.2 3563 

Smedbfa crown W9.8 U0.5 

Italian lira (tor 100) 544 54.7 

Belgian franc (far 10) 194.0 193.2 


HOROSCOPE NOT AVAILABLE 
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THE Daily Crossword* 


ACROSS 
1 Natatortum 
5 Newsman 
John 

10 — doblB 

14 Blame 

15 Punctuation 
mark 

16 Khayyam 
17- Skater 

Katerina 
18 Passe 

20 Sch. subj. 

21 Concerning 

22 Cut of meal 

23 What prions 
do to light ' 

25 “Star — " 

26 Trig (unction 

27 Fierce porkers 
31 Desk Hems 

33 Bee flats 

34 Ms Merkel 

35 Mezzanine 
section 

36 Vehicle 

37 — end (over) 

38 Bat wood 

39 Shore things 

40 Topsy’s . 
creator 

41 Itemized 

43 Err * 

44 Seines 

45 Language 
rules 

48 Vietnam city 

50 Ship's place 

51 to Bitty 
Joe” 

52 Tilted 

54 Hangup 

55 Bohemian 
58 entertain 

you_." 

57 Half: pref. 

58 Depots: abbr. 

59 Affirmatives 

60 Potato buds 
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DOWN 

1 Sway 

2 Clinched 

3 Hidden 

’4 WW II craft 

5 Wall bracket 

6 Woo 


d 1990 Tribuna Madia SomcM, me. 
M nytl 

. • ■ . '- jr - - i\ 

' 7 Old man: Ger. 

8 Card game 

9 Kind of 
. radiation. 

10 Fertilizer 

11 Carter and 
Irving 

12 Gob . 

13 Crude metal 
19 Classifies 
21 Fleming et aL 

24 Ready to pick 

25 Signals ... 

27 Dried dishes 

28 Broke 

29 Nibble 
X Level-headed 

31 Attired 

32 Misplace 

33 Sharpens 

38 Use times 
tables 

37 Particle 

39 "_afl men — 
their 

remedies” 

(Mol tern) 


Puds Solved: 
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40 Fly high - 

42 Pesters 

43 Diving birds 
45 -—■Shelter" 
48 "...Is nothing 

like 

47 Phffbln of 
TV 


48 Wounded 
49. — boyl' 
50 Places 

52 Alliance 

■ acronym 

53 Shelter 

54 Haggard 
girt 
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THE BETTER HALF. 



By Harris 




HARRIS 5-2*# 


Because we always bump foreheads 
when we kiss and then my head- 
ache kills the mood." 
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I- “ 


.tfa, 


,f*» ; 
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Unscramble these tour JumbiSA 
one latter to each square, to farm 
■ tour ord ina ry words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLE! WQRD GARE ; . i 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee" 


■it* 
•'ff a 

s 


X Wh owi That does It A f 


BROEP 

T3X 


VELED 


Ttac 

r v 


misim 



^MQ || 



* 


BM 


SHE'LL NO LONGER ' 
STAND FOR BEING, 
'PAINTED.- 




IS' 


KltU 


Ire 


Answer hem: 


K 




Yesterday's I Jumbles: DRAFT PAYEE- 

| Answer. The wknmjng pppi was mow than '■ £££* 

and now he’s - --| N 

’ . ' , 55 
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Egyptian 


soccer team 


gets hero’s 


welcome 


CAIRO (R) — Thousands of 
Egyptians jammed Cairo’s inter- 
national airport Saturday night, 
dancing and waving flags to wel- 
come home the country’s soccer 
team despite their elimination 
from the World Cup finals in 
Italy. 

The fans said they would stay 
up all night if necessary as word 
came through that the team’s 
plane could be at least three 
hours late. 

“The team has honoured us by 
their performance... they told the 
world that Egypt has a football 
team that was not to be slighted. 
It is not too much for me to stay 
up all night to thank them,” said 
Mostapha Ibrahim, an accoun- 
tant. 

“I would not be a true Egyp- 
tian if I stayed away just because 
the team lost... we lost one 
match, but we gained much 
more, world respect for our per- 
sistence and drive,” he added. 

Egypt qualified for the World 
Cup for the first time in 56 years 
but was eliminated when its 
squad lost 1-0 to England Thurs- 
day. The Egyptians had notched 
up a notable 1-1 draw with the 
Netherlands and a 0-0 draw with 
Ireland. 

[mad Fathi said he would re- 
main at the airport all night to 
welcome the team, risking trou- 
ble if he did not show up at his 
army post Sunday. 

"The team played better than 
we expected. The problem is that 
their good performance in their 
first match against the Nether- 
lands made us greedy,” said 
Fathi, explaining some dis- 
appointment at Egypt’s defeat by 
England. 

Thousands of fans waving the 
national flag shouted “gohari" — 
the name of the team’s trainer — 
and “God is Great” everytime 
they heard a plane land or take 
off. Car horns blared as young 
men raced dangerously around 
the airport. 

Other fans danced in circles 
and many young and old suppor- 
ters climbed airport roofs for a 
better view. 


Confident Irish manager 


knows little about Romania 


GENOA (R) — Ireland manager 
Jack Chariton’s only concern af- 
ter leading his side into the 
second round of the World Cup 
on their first appearance in the 
finals is that be has never seen' 
their next opponents Romania in 
action. 

“Can anybody lend me some 
tapes of Romania playing soc- 
cer,” he said at a news confer- 


ence. 

“I don’t know the first thing 
about Romania. I’ve only seen 
glimpses on television in the past 
two weeks when they scored — 
never a whole game. It’s the only 
Eastern European side we don’t 
know,” the manager said. 

But Charlton, who in four 
years has transformed Ireland 
from a talented but uncompeti- 
tive ride to disciplined winners, 
said he knew what to expect. 

“All Eastern European rides 
{day the same way — with a 
sweeper, man-to-man marking, 
and fuD. backs who can posh 
forward. They are also technical- 
ly gifted," he said. 

“Bat we don’t look so much ax 
tactics, but at the other team’s 
way of always moving the ball 
between certain players. Our 
style is, in fact, designed to upset 
teams who play with a rigid pat- 
tern — like the Eastern Euro- 
peans,” he noted. 

Charlton, who played in Eng- 
land’s 1966 World Cup winning 


side, said he had no injury prob- 
lems after Thursday’s 1-1 (haw 
with the Netherlands in Palermo, 
their third successive draw in the 
first phase. 

“There are a few bruises, no- 
thing serious,” he said. 

Chariton said he was optimistic 
about Ireland’s prospects in the 
knockout section of the tourna- 
ment. “The difficult thing was to 
get through to the second round. 
Now we’ve justified being in the 
competition. Everything from 
now on is a bonus.” 

“We play a cup tie type of 
game. I wouldn’t want to manage 
die teams who will be facing us," 
he said. 

If Ireland beat Romania they 
will play either Italy or Uruguay 
in the qaarter-finals in Rome on 
June 30. 

“I look forwarc u> playing Italy 
in Rome. I like big occasions,” 
Charlton said. 


Romania will find it a big 
change from the neat, accurate 
passing of Group B, where they 
finished runners-up after a 2-0 
win over the Soviet Union, a 1-1 
draw with holders Argentina and 
a 2-1 defeat by Cameroun which 
they seem to have got out of their 
system. 

They may have to abandon one 
of their greatest assets — counter- 
attacking — to take the game to 
the Irish. 

Romania, in the World Cup 
finals for the first time since they 
were eliminated at the group 
stage in Mexico in 1970, say they 
have shrugged off political prob- 
lems back home and a con- 
troversy over requests for asylum 
by about 100 of their fens. 

“There are no problems, 
physical or psychological Ovi- 
dhi said. 


Romanian coach Emerich 
Jenei showed his playera video 
recordings of Ireland’s three 
draws with the Netherlands, Eng- 
land and Egypt to familiarise 
them with the long passing and 
high crosses favoured in British 
soccer. 

“It’s a very physical kind of 
game, with lots of play in the air, 
but I think we can cope,” Roma- 
nian team spokesman Ioanitoaia 
Ovidm said. 


Jenei is expected to name the 
same team that drew with Argen- 
tina in their final group match, 
except for striker Marius Lacatus 
who is suspended for one match 
following his second booking of 
the tournament. 

Twenty-year-old winger Florin 
Raducioiu or veteran striker Ro- 
dion Camatarn are expected to 
replace Lacatus. 

But Romania could dearly miss 
bis skill and speed up front which 
brought him both both goals 
against the Soviet Union. 


Uruguay worries Italian coach 


ROME (R) — Home advantage, 
an unbeaten record and an 
embarrassment of top-class play- 
ers should combine to give Italy a 
safe passage into the World 
Cup quarter-finals when they 
meet Uruguay Monday. 

But Italian coach Azeglio Vtri- 
ni is swift to stress that he will not 
under-estimate Uruguay, tradi- 
tionally one of Italy's toughest 
opponents. 

“They have a lot of prestige 
because they have won the title 
twice,” said Vicini, whose side 
did not concede a goal in winning 
first-round Group A. 

Vicini plans to keep faith with 
Roberto Baggio and Salvatore 


Sdnllad, the duo who delighted 
the nation with their goals against 
Czechoslovakia in Italy’s closing 
fast-round match. 

But whether they will play in 
attack together again, or whether 
Baggio, the world's most expen- 
rive player, will move back to his 
more accustomed midfield role 
depends on Gianluca Vialli. 


in Tuesday's Czechoslovakia 
match, Vicini is still examining 
how to restructure his midfield. 

Winning Group A gave Italy 
the advantage of staying in 
Rome’s atmospheric Olympic sta- 
dium for the second round but 
the pressure surrounding the 
home side will help Uruguay, 
coach Oscar Tabarez said. 


The Sampdoria player, tradi- 
tionally Italy’s most prized striker 
but off form in recent months, is 
battling to get fully fit after a 
thigh injury. 

With the tireless Roberto 
Donadoni unlikely to play be- 
cause of a knee injury picked up 


“They are the favourites so 
it’s not ns who have to win at all 
costs.” said Tabarez who was 
delighted with bis team’s 1-0 win 
over South Korea in their closing 
group match — Uruguay’s first 
victory in a World Cup finals 
game in 20 years. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAN NAN HIRSCH 
OtUO Tribune Merita Santas. Inc. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you two suits unstopped and two dia- 


hold: 

*963 9K1064 >Q6 *QJ64 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

19 Dbl 1 * ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— You have too much in high 
cards to stay out of the auction. 
While bidding two clubs won’t lead 
to a disaster, your soft values and 
lack of distributional assets point 
toward a no trump contract. Bid 
one no trump. Don't worry about 
no spade stopper — partner prom- 
ised spades with his takeout double. 
QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ AKQ7652 9A652 06 *5 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass ? 

What is your opening bid? 

A. — Since partner is a passed hand, 
you can give up all thought of slam. 
You have a magnificent hand offen- 
sively, but on defense you might 
take only one trick. In third position 
the restriction on preempting with 
more than one ace does not apply 
and onr choice would be an opening 
bid of four spades. 


monds would show a six-card suit 
while denying heart support. 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*KQJ1065 9AJ 0A5 *A54 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pan 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — We sympathize if yon chose to 
rebid four spades (three spades is a 
drastic underbid), but we would opt 
for three no trump. You have a 
hand that will take right tricks on its 
own with every snit stopped. Since it 
also is balanced, nine tricks could be 

easier than JO. 


QJ-As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

* J6S 9QI07 0AKQIQ5 *73 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 .0 Pass 1 9 Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— There are those who preach 
that to raise partner’s major -suit 
response you need four-card sup- 
port. In the words of Sam Goldwyn: 

mmm Aiitl 1 * Tn Hi#! oitirthinn 


Qi — As South, vulnerable, yon 
hold: 

*95 9AJ6 0QJ542 *K103 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT 2 * ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have a balanced hand and 
the values for game opposite an 
opening do trump. Jump to three no 
trump. That doesn’t guarantee a 
stopper in the enemy suit — partner 
rates to have at least one for the 
initial action. 


vulnerable, as 


“Include us out!" To bid anything 
other than two hearts is inconceiv- 
able. You can’t bid no trump with 


Q^— East-West 
South you hold: 

*J72 9Q653 09*742 *6 

Parmer opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What action do you take? 
A. — This is not your hand and, even 
if you buy it, one no trump is unlike- 
ly to be your best spot. Bid two 
dubs, intending to pass any re- 
sponse partner makes. Even a 4-3 
spade fit should play better than one 
no trump. 


For finding a large "English Boxer" dog that disappeared in the 
Um Uthaiyneh area on 21 May 1990. The dog is a male and his 
name is ' ‘Harry”. He has short hair, is brown with a white chest 
and a white mark on his head and a very short tail. 


A reward will be paid for his return. 

Call Mr. Bennett, American Embassy, 644371, Ext 266 or 265. 


Congratulations 




To the elegant man 

JALAL 

[hairdresser salon for men 
Has now been opened 


Amman - Shmeisani/Jawharaht 
Amman Building above 
Abu Shaqra Trading Stores. 


Note La Chafe* D*or former Colffeer 



Oyer 1. 6m 
tickets sold 
for World 


Cup games 


ROME (R) — A record of more 
than 1.6 million tickets, worth 
90.4 billion lire ($73 million), 
were sold for the 36 fast round 
World Cup matches, according to 
official figures released Friday. 

The number of tickets sold was 
nearly 400,000 more than at the 
same stage of the 1986 finals in 
Mexico. 


The figures showed an average 
of 45,000 tickets were sold for 
each match. 

The biggest crowds were in 
Milan where the World Cup 
opened with die match between 
defending champions Argentina 
and Cameroon on Jane 8. An 
average of 73,000 tickets were 
sold for each of the four ties 
there. 


The most popular match was 
West Germany V. Yugoslavia 
with nearly 75,000 tickets sold, 
followed by Argentina-Came- 
roun with 73,800. 


The smallest crowd was at the 
Yugoslavia-United Arab Emi- 
rates game in Bologna where 
27,800 tickets were sold. 


However, the number of peo- 
ple turning up for many matches 
has been well below the tickets 
sold. This has been blamed on the 
system of selling World Cup seats 
in books instead of individually. 


Large companies have bought 
many tickets to give to clients as 
promotional gifts. 



Many villas and apartments 
for rent & sale furnished or 
unfurnished in Abdoun. Um 
Utheina, Sweifieh and many 
other locations. 

For more details please call 

IABDOUN REAL 


1U: 

810609,810605 


Argentina steals victory 


despite Brazilian mastery 


TURIN (R) — Argentine striker 
Handln Canigg ia stole victory for 
the world champions with just 
nine minutes left of their World 
Cap second round clash with 
Brazil Sunday. 

The fluent Brazilians complete- 
ly dominated the battle of the 
South American pants and struck 
the woodwork three times but 
marred a great performance with 
their erratic finishing. 

Argentina, who had looked 
certain to surrender the title they 
won four years ago in Mexico, 
scored when captain Diego Mara- 
dona broke on the right and 
squared across goal for Ca ni g g ia. 

The blond striker, who was 
unmarked, rounded Brazilian 
keeper Taffarel to score. 

As the match deteriorated into 
a bad-tempered affair, Brazilian 
defender Ricardo Gomez was 
sent off for pulling down Jose 
Basualdo in title 83rd minute. 

It was the first time Argentina 
had beaten Brazil in four meeting 
at the last five World Cap finals 


and it was the first time Maradona 
had played on a winning team 
against a Brazilian side, either at 
national or dub level. 

But their 1-0 win was rough 
justice on the South American 
champions who took the game to 
an Argentina side which seemed 
totally overwhelmed by what was 

happening. 

Maradona himself had looked 
a forlorn figure as be floated 
fitfully in and out of the action. 

Brazilian midfielder Dunga 
struck the post with a first half 
header and Careca and Alemao 
repeated the trick early in the 
second half. 


The advantage was all on Bra- 
zil’s side as their fens created a 
carnival atmosphere in the Stadio 
Co mm unale where the 61381- 
strong crowd sang samba music 
and jeered and whistled Marado- 
na every time touched the ball. 

Bat gradually the Brazilians 
began to get frustrated at their 
inability to score and at the erra- 


tic finishing of strikers Careca 
and Muller. 

Their fluid approach work be- 
gan to dry up and Argentina 
became more of a force late in the 
second half. 

Brazil’s defeat resulted in their 
worst World Cap performance 
since 1966 when they failed to get 
past the group matches in Eng- 
land. 

Yet they came with high hopes 
of winning the trophy for the 
first time since 1970 and they 
emerged from the group as the 
only team apart from hosts Italy 
with a 100 per cent record. 

It was only the second match 
they had lost outright in the last 
four finals, their only previous 
defeat coming against eventual 
champions Italy in 1982. 


Argentina advance to a 
quarter-final meeting with either 
Spain or Yugoslavia but, despite 
their win, they hardly look like a 
squad on their way to a second 
successive World Cup title. 


Cameroun boosts African soccer 


NAPLES (R) — Cameroun 
counted the heavy cost Sunday of 
their remarkable 2-1 victory over 
Colombia which sent an African 
nation info the quarter-finals of 
the World Cup for the first time. 

Substitute striker Roger Mill a, 
38, scored two glorious goals in 
the second half of extra time 
Saturday to settle an otherwise 
scrappy second round match and 
turn the tournament upside down 
yet again. 

But four players — defenders 
Victor Akem n’Dip and Jules 
On ana and midfielders Andre 
Kana Biyik and Emile m’Bouh 
— coDected second bookings and 
are automatically suspended for 
the match against England or 
Belgium in Naples next Sunday. 

“It’s a very big problem that 
they won’t be able to play," the 
West Africans’ Soviet-born man- 
ager Valery Neponmiachy said. 

“But we faced the same situa- 
tion against Romania and I hope 
the other players will be able to 
play well,” he added, referring to 
the Group B match Cameroun 
won 2-1 despite the absence of 
two players through suspension. 

Mill a, one of 11 amateurs in 
the squad, came out of retirement 


just before the finals to help 
Cameroun pull off an extraordin- 
ary string of results. 

Starting out as 500-1 outsiders, 
they have easily capped their 
three draws in three matches at 
the Spain finals in 1982 when they 
went out because they had scored 
fewer goals than eventual cham- 
pions Italy. 


“If we continue to play l^e 
this , we should go further, 
Neponmiachy said. 

The coach was modest in vic- 
tory, saying the players were the 
ones to congratulate after a dog- 
ged performance in a match they 
almost threw away in a fast ban 
dominated by Ccteiw 


confidence and we lost our grip in 
midfield,” said Colombian coach 
Francisco Maturana. 

It was certainly Cameroun’s 
night, with a result to beat even 
their opening 14) defeat of hol- 
ders Argentina. 

But they will find it harder 
without four key playera in the 
next match. Kana Biyik has 
already served one suspension, 
missing the Romania match with 
defender Benjamin Massing after 
both were sent off against Argen- 
tina. 


“We should have scored in the 
fr*t hi»K wher we* were c ’ tjp but 
lit tie by little Camerour. gamed in 


In Milla. however, they have a 
•n 2 n who typifies Cs^rasr. •• 
??' J dctenninf r.^ i 

* v *.",r 

two goals that beat Rvmanin ar.-£ 
his four-goal tally makes him ft* 
iOV-r rent’s join* •:*.? 


REQUIRED 


English native teachers of English. 
Graduates with TEFL or TESL qualification. 


Phone between 4-7 p.m. 680726 


FOR RENT 


Furnished deluxe studio with private entrance. 
Location: Shmeisani area. 


For Information contact tel: 602797 


Baby-sitter needed for 

Please call this 


one month urgently. 

number. [845880] 
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SKSFUJERS CARGO 


RACKING. STORAGE.CRATING 
SHIPPING SERVICES 

BY 

AIR.SEA.LAND DOOR TO DOOR 


TELt681951-681B52-FAXi962.S.68T952 P-OlBOX 2803. AMMAN. JORDAN 



YOUR BIRTH STONE 

brings you 

Luck & Fulfills Your Hopes 


All Gems available in Exclusive designs 
1 8 KT gold at : 




WORLD RESOURCES 


AMRA HOTEL 
AMMAN 


DUTY UNPAID 


Suzuki SJ 410, four wheel drive, model 1984, 47000 
kms. 

For more information please call 641273 — 
ext 14 from 8 - 2 - except Friday & Saturday. 





ROMAtMA 


Free holidays h? 
in Romania 
all year round 


ENJOY YOUR STAY IN AMMAN AT THE 



You can have 
at your choice 





4 


Beautiful resorts of the Black Sea coast as Neptun. Mamaia and Bone Nord. 

— The full green resorts In the Carpathian Mountains as Pofana Brasov and Sinaia. 

— Splendid tours as Bucharest — The Garden — capital of Romania and ancient Brasov in the mountains 
. — Original medical treatments based on very efficient natural cure factors, mineral waters and high level 

medical assistance as: 

— Geriatric cures (ahtisderodc properties) in Otopenl sanatorium and Flora Hotel Bucharest 

— Peli-Amar (chronic degenerative rheumatism) in same places and marry others. 

— Watering cures in Felix, HerctHane spas and on the Black Sea coast Everywhere first class and 
luxe hotels, entertainments, original Romanian fofotom shows, night dubs and many others.,. 

Weekly every Monday 

For Information and bookings, please contact 
PITU TOURS 
Amman - Jordan, P. O. Box: IMS, 

Phones: WTOM/maST/WOMB/Wwa, Telex: 23232, F ax: 881482. „ 
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Gorbachev challenges military 
over allegations of weakness 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, hitting back at restive officers of the 
powerful Red Army, dismissed as baseless allega- 
tions that his reforms had lowered the country’s 
defences. 


“1 cannot agree with those who 
say we are guilty of neglect and 
v/hat’s store have allowed the 
weakening of onr defences. This 
simply is not true,” he told more 
than 2,700 delegates at the Rus- 
sian Communist Party congress 
Saturday. 

Gorbachev was dearly angered 
afterr attacks by officers at the 
conserative-dominated congress 
who expressed no confidence in 
Kremlin policies and said Soviet 
arms negotiators were giving 
away too much to the West. 

The Soviet leader said: “If 
generals or officers or anyone 
else makes speeches, criticises or 
dtes shortcomings, this has to be 
examined. Let someone else get 
up and say so if he disagrees with 
me that onr defences today are 
safe. 

“We are not adventurists. We 
will not allow a lowering of the 
strategic balance." 

Gorbachev seemed determined 
to assert his authority mi a day in 
vhich he said he would remain as 
chief of the Soviet Co mmunist 


Party because of the “most cru- 
cial situation” feeing the country. 

One sharp attack on Gor- 
bachev was made by General 
Albeit Makashov who declared 
that the armed forces would nev- 
er accept “ideological surren- 
der.” Makashov criticised Soviet 
troop withdrawals from Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia and express- 
ed alarm at the unification of 
Germany. 

Other officers denounced the 
failure to stem anti-military feel- 
ing in the independence-minded 
Baltic republics and accused the 
Kremlin of doing an about-face 
on key issues like a multi-party 
system and the market economy. 

Vast cuts in military spending, 
the mass deployment of troops to 
queU civil unrest and widespread 
calls against conscription in the 
Baltic region and Transcaucasia 
have fuelled discontent among 
officer s. 

Gorbachev criticised the atti- 
tude of conservative officers dur- 
ing ceremonies last month mark- 
ing the 45th anniversary of the 


victory over Nazi Germany, 
saying bis perestroika reforms 
called for a fundamental overhaul 
of the army. 

In bis speech to the Russian 
Communists, representing the 
Soviet Union’s biggest republic, 
Gorbachev said disarmament 
accords and the KremHn’s “new 
thi nkin g” in tackling internation- 
al problems enjoyed widespread 
support. 


“Comrades, up to 18 per cent 
of our national income was being 
spent on the aimed forces. No- 
where in the world was there such 
expenditure," he said. 

“Onr policy of new thinking is 
supported everywhere. Not be- 
cause one man or another was a 
good president but because no 
economy, not even the American 
economy, could support such an 
arms race.” 


Meanwhile, the Kremlin has 
given the United States assur- 
ances that Soviet nuclear forces 
would be safeguarded in case of 
civil war, a senior U.S. official 
said Saturday. 

He said the administration of 
President George Bosh has had* 
discussi ons with the Soviet Union 
regarding the security of their 
nudear facilities and forces in the 
event of civil unrest. 


Coetras declare end of civil war 


MANAGUA (R) — Nicaragua’s 
contra rebels have formally de- 
clared an end to their eight-year 
war and top rebel commanders 
wsH li y down their rifles Wednes- 
day, a government statement 
said. 

“The high command 

• v. v declared tic to 
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official Radio Nicaragua. 

The contras fought with U.S. 
backing against the Sandmista 
government in a war that killed 
30,000 people. After the Sandi- 
nxstas lost power to a pro-U.S. 
alliance headed by current Presi- 
dent Violeta Chamorro is Febru- 
ary elections, the rebels agreed to 
C*iiC •'ll’ ;.S!f foou. 
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M jacked to Finland 


HELSINKI (R) — A Soviet hi- 
jacker who said he had a bomb 
in his baggage surrendered to 
Finnish police Sunday after forc- 
ing an Aeroflot jet to divert to 
Helsinki with 78 people on board. 

Police said the hijacker, aged 
about 21, told them he wanted 
asylum in the United States. He 
was not named. 


Police inspector Pertti Luntiala 
tokl a news conference it was not 
dear if there really had been a 
bomb. Baggage aboard the plane 
was still being searched. 

The Tupolev 134 was on an 
internal flight from the Estonian 
capital, Tallinn, to Lvov in the 
Ukraine, with 72 passengers and 
a crew of six. All were safe, 
Luntiala said. 


The plane landed at 8.13 a.m. 
(0513 GMT) and die hijacker 
surrendered to police 35 minutes 
later, he said. 

It was the second tune in six 
days that a Soviet ai rline r had 
been hijacked to the Finnish 
capital. 

Another Tupolev 134 was 
forced to land here last Tuesday 
after a solitary hijacker 
threatened the crew with what 
they thought was bomb. None of 
die 54 other passengers and five 
crew was harmed. 

That plane was on an internal 
flight from the Latvian capital, 
Riga, to Murmansk m the Soviet 
far north. Its hijacker surren- 
dered some 80 minutes after land- 
ing and asked for political asylum 
in Finland. 


Liberian 2nd port city 
becomes a ghost town 


BUCHANAN, Liberia (R) — As 
rebels battle government troops 
near Liberia's capital, the coun- 
try’s second biggest port has been 
reduced to a ghost town where 
scraggy dogs scavenge around 
rusty containers and smashed 
beer crates. __ 

National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia (NPFL) guerrillas, who 
ure trying to oust President 
Samuel Doc, routed government 
ficops from Buchanan last 
month. 

The nearby fishing village has 
also been reduced to a tangle of 
scrap after government soldiers 
demolished and set fire to market 
stalls and tin shacks. 

Corpses left rotting for days 
under the scorching sun and tro- 
pical downpours have finally 
been dumped into the surround- 
ing jungle or burnt. 

Teenagers sporting red head- 
bands, automatic rifles and 
knives stroll menacingly along 
ratted streets as the narrow rail- 
way track, used to carry iron ore 
from the northeastern Nimba 
count)-, fast disappears under 
elephant grass. 

The red flag of the self-styled 
freedom fighters flies over public 
baiicing*. many of them gutted 
and looted. Wrecks of bright yes- 
r'jw taxis and abandoned vintage 
.^dillacs line the main street. 

Buchanan’s red light district 
:,oks like a disaster area with its 
Wizens of ripped-open bars, 
.^lashed neon signs and seedy 

ztai-dubs. 

This sprawling city of tin shacks 
-vjd dilapidated buildings set 
Among coastal mangrove swamps 
a?, still under the shock of last 
•rjocth’s violence. 

The ? Ws-.-'rr. y-.iv: m.v~,y e‘ 
Buchar.an'^ :r ? 

the. bush. C:h. , . - s iicd later 
rebel forces fcilied Msutdir.gc 
traders, a Muslim tribe they ac- 
cuse of siding with Doe. 

But some residents, including 
many women and children, have 


begun walking or hitching back 
into town after several weeks in 
the relative safety of a sprawling 
rubber plantation 35 kilometres 
outside Buchanan. 

All but six of the 32 expatriates 
have been evacuated from the 
Liberian Agricultural Company 
(LAC) plantation, which pro- 
duces a quarter of the country’s 
robber output 

Rebels guard the many entr- 
ances to tiie estate, which em- 
ploys 4,500 workers and has its 
own hospital, schools and nine- 
hole golf course, but do not 
interfere with the work. 

Buchanan, only 120 kilometres 
from the capital Monrovia, is a 
key outlet for the West African 
country's three main exports — 
timber, iron ore and rubber. 

Mining and logging virtually 
stopped several months ago when 
the rebels, led by Doe’s former 
associate Charles Taylor, invaded 
from neighbouring Ivory Coast. 

The rebels have comman- 
deered almost all company vehi- 
cles to ferry fresh troops and 
ammunition to the front for a 
final assault on Monrovia. 

For the first time in weeks a 
freighter berthed earlier this 
month at Buchanan to unload 
rice, Liberia's staple food, and 
load rubber under a secret deal 
struck between LAC and the 
cash-strapped rebels. 

The only supermarket in town 
left intact by looters is on a 
tree-lined housing estate at the 
Limco iron ore terminal. Armed 
rebel girls guard the goods, in- 
cluding French wine and spirits. 

A separate generator keeps air 
conditioning and lights on 24 
hours a day at Limco's English- 
Ky'i- -iuo nouse . leii rae- 
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" ; os > *.'0— c c.ct 7 Tmc; tr-tf 
df-areu eff sc quickly they ieft 
half-packed suitcases behind 
them,” lamented Mostapha, the 
Lebanese barber who has lost the 
bulk of his easterners. 


Socialists 
keep 
absolute 
majority in 
Andalusia 


SEVILLE, Spain (R) — Spain’s 
ruling Socialists kept their abso- 
lute majority in Andalusia in 
regional elections. 

With 85 per cent of the votes 
counted Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez’s Socialist Workers’ 
Party (PSOE) was set to take 63 
seats in the 109-seat regional par- 
liament, keeping its absolute 
majority for a third successive 
term. 

Nearly half the southern re- 
gion’s five million voters stayed 
away from the polls, through the 
lure of beadies in the wilting beat 
and World Cup soccer. 

“There was a lot of heat and a 
lot of football,” a PSOE official 
said. 

The results dashed opposition 
parties' hopes that voters would 
punish the PSOE for a corruption 
scandal involving Deputy Prime 
Minister Alfonso Guerra's 
brother, Juan, accused of using 
political influence and a govern- 
ment office to build a fortune. 

“I am very satisfied we have 
won despite the fact that all the 
other parties and some elements 
of the media wanted us to lose 
our absolute majority,” Alfonso 
Guerra said. 

The Socialists' main rivals, the 
conservative Popular Party (PP), 
launched an anti-corruption cru- 
sade over the case but were soon 
embarrassed by a corruption 
scandal of their own which led to 
the resignation of several top 
party officials. 

„ PP efforts to strengthen their 
foothold in Andalusia, birthplace 
of Gonzalez and Guerra and a 
PSOE stronghold, appeared to 
have failed. Early returns showed 
they lost two of their 28 seats in 
the regional parliament. 

National PP leader Jose Maria 
Aznar said it had consolidated its 
presence. “In the (October 1989) 
general elections we had 20 per 
cent of the votes and now we 
have around 21 per cent.” 

The Communist-led United 
Left Coalition (IU), only one of 
the top three parties not hit by 
scandal, suffered the worst losses 
with a drop of eight seats. 

The maverick regionalist 
Andalusian Party (PA) increased 
Hs number of seats from two to 
nine. PA's charismatic leader 
Pedro Pacheco said the regkmal- 
ists had emerged as a major new 
force in the region. 

Despite Andalusia’s economic 
jrc.vih. wM.-’. K; a’-ci-s •. Srcr- • 
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>iLh landless labourers scratching 
a living in remote areas of the 
interior while Spain's jet-sets re- 
laxes in plush beach resorts like 
Marbella. 


“They are very conscious of 
that problem... they’re aware of 
the issue. They’ve told us about 
it,” the official said. 

The official, who asked not to 
be identified, briefed reporters 
aboard Secretary of State James 
Baker’s aircraft en route from 
East Berlin, where talks on Ger- 
many’s fixture were held. 

NATO sources in Brussels said 
Friday that the Soviet Union was 
withdrawing some nuclear 
weapons from the Baltic repub- 
lics, Transcaucasia and eastern 
Europe because of concern over 
internal unrest and the collapse of 
the Warsaw Pact 

The sources, citing U.S. and 
West German intelligence re- 
ports, said security had been 
sharply increased at all Soviet 
bases with nudear weapons. 

Republics like Azerbaijan and 
Armenia have experienced an up- 
surge in ethnic violence in recent 
years as social controls were re- 
laxed under Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

The Soviet Union has an esti- 
mated 33,000 nudear warheads. 

The U.S. official, pressed on- 
whether Washington was confi- 
dent Soviet authorities were in 
firm control of the nudear arsen- 
al, said, “that’s the assurance 
they give ns.” 


their weapons in the town of San 
Pedro de Lovago, about 140 
kilometres east of Managua 
Wednesday, the statement said. 

“The top military commanders 
of the Nicaraguan resistance mil 
be demobilised, thus finalising 
the demobilisation and disarma- 
ment of the Nicaraguan resist- 
ance combatants,” the statement 
said. 


9 soldiers 
killed in 
eastern 
Sri Lanka 
fighting 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil separ- 
atist guerrillas killed nine soldiers 
and wounded five in Sri Lanka’s 
eastern province despite govern- 
ment claims that it had regained 
control of the area after a rebel 
push. 

A government statement Sun- 
day said guerrillas detonated a 
landmine at Pulmoddai in eastern 
Trincomalee district the previous 
night killing nine soldiers and 
wounding three. 

TVo soldiers were seriously in- 
jured at Vchoya, also in the east, 
while 'clearing a road of mines 
and other explosives, it said. 

In another incident Saturday, 
two rebels were killed in eastern 
Ampara in a dash with security 
forces. 

Troops have been fighting the 
guerrillas of the Li berati on Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) since the 
rebels began an offensive two 
weeks ago in the north and east in 
their campaign for a ■ separate 
Tamil state. 

Deputy Defence Minister Ran- 
jan Wijeratne said last week that 
the east had been cleared of 
rebels and the military would 
next concentrate on the north, 
where the guerrillas are strong. 

At least 500 people — fridud- 
ing rebels, soldiers and civilians 
— have teen killed in the two 
weeks of violence which began 
with Tiger attacks on army and 
police posts and ended peace 
talks with the government that 
started in May 1989. 

Commenting on reports that 
the government had secured the 
east, the rebels said they bad 
retreated into the jungle and 
would fight on. 

“It looks to be turning into a 
long, drawn-out conflict now,” 


Moldavia 

declares 

sovereignty 


Apartheid falling into 
pieces, Mandela says 


MOSCOW (R) — ‘ The south- 
western Republic of Moldavia 
joined Russia and Uzbekistan 
Saturday in proclaiming 
sovereignty over its land and re- 
sources and declaring the prece- 
dence of its constitution over 
Soviet law. 

Bat according to one report, 
the declaration emulated the 
secession-minded; Baltic republics 
in establishing a separate Molda- 
vian nationality and proclaiming 
a demilitarised zone in the repub- 
lic, which borders Romania. 

■ The Soviet_ News Agency 
TASS said the Moldavian parlia- 
ment, divided for some time over 
the national aspirations of the 
republic’s Romanian-speaking 
majority, adopted the declaration ' 
by an overwhelming majority 
after a heated debate. 

“The declaration proclaims 
that land, mineral wealth and 
other natural resources on the 
republic’s territory ... are the 
exclusive property of the Moldavia 
SSR," TASS said. 

“The declaration envisages the 
supremacy of the Moldavian con- 
stitution and laws throughout the 
republic's territory. Laws and 
other acts of the USSR take 
effect m Moldavia only after they 
are ratified by the republican 
Supreme Soviet.” 

The independent Postfactum 
news agency said the parliament 
proclaimed Moldavia “a 
sovereign state”, declared its resi- 
dents to be Moldavian citizens 
and outlawed dual nationality. It 
also said the declaration asked for 
Moldavia's admission to the Un- 
ited Nations. 

The Russian Federation, the 
country’s largest and most in- 
fluential republic, issued a 
sovereignty declaration earlier 
this month devised by its radical 
president, Boris Yeltsin. 


BOSTON (R) — Neloson Man- 
dela, making' a one-day trip to 
Boston after a triumphal visit to 
New Youk and before his first 
meeting with President George 
Bush, declared that apartheid 
was crumbling. 

“Apartheid is falling into 
pieces,” Mandela told a cheering 
crowd estimated at 250,000 peo- 
ple. “We are on die eve of a great 
be ginnin g. Indeed, victory is in 
sight. 

“We invite you once more to 
join hands with us as we walk the 
last mile together. We have no 
illusions that this might be the 
hardest mile, but nothing will 
stop our destiny.” 

Still showing no signs of fatigue 
after three weeks of a gruelling 
six-week, 13-nation world tour, 
the 71-year-old deputy leader of 
the African National Congress 
danced before and after his 
speech to the strains of “Free 
Nelson Mandela,” recorded by 
the South African group Ladys- 
mith Black Mombazo. 


Mandela urged continued U.S. 
sanctions and said his movement 
did not seek domination over 


whites, a widespread fear among 
Smith Africa’s five million whites 
wary that a majority government 
led by 28 million blacks would 
overwhelm them. 

In a whirlwind tour that took 
him from the poverty-stricken 
■heart of Boston’s blade commun- 
ity to. the hallowed halls of the. 
John F. Kennedy Library, Man- 
dela was warmly received and 
expressed thanks to the first U.S. 
city to divest from South Africa 
over its apartheid policy of racial 
segregation. 

At a luncheon hosted by Sena- 
tor Edward Kennedy, leader of 
the figh t in die U.S. Congress five 
years ago to enact anti-apartheid 
legislation, Mandela sought to 
assuage fears that a post- 
apartheid South Africa would not 
or could not protect the.massxve 
capital infusion rebuilding would 
require. 

“A post-apartheid democratic 
country wifl require massive eco- 
nomic and social reconstruction,” 
he said. “But we are sensitive to 
the fact that investors in a post- 
apartheid South Africa will need 
confidence in the stability of the 
society which they are to build.’* 


7 killed, 35 missing as 
typhoon Ofelia hits Taiwan 


TAIPEI (Agencies) — Typhoon 
Ofelia was downgraded to a tro- 
pical storm Sunday, a day after it 
slammed into eastern Taiwan 
with 137 kiiometre-per-hour 
winds, killing seven people and 
leaving 35 others missing. 

Another typhoon remained 
strong. High wind and heavy rain 
from Typhoon Percy battered 
Palau Sunday night, leaving a 
child dead and knocking out util- 
ity service, a newspaper reported. 

A young boy died Saturday 


night when he was swept by rain 
into mangrove trees near his 
home in the duster of islands that 
comprise Palau, the Pacific Daily 
News said. 

Ofelia was next beaded for- 
eastern China. 

Taiwan police said the seven 
deaths were from landslides and 
dzownings in tine eastern coast 
dty of Hualien, 200 kilometres 
southeast of Taipei. The storm 
had earlier lolled at least 30 peo- 
ple in the Philippines. - 


Activists seek wider access 
to experimental AIDS drug 


SAN FRANCISCO (Agencies) 
— AIDS activists asked the Swiss 
pharmaceutical maker 
Hoffinann-La Roche Inc. Satur- 
day to approve wider distribution 
of its experimental anti-AIDS 
drug DDC before it gets market- 
ing approval from the govern- 
ment. 


Some of the activists tried to 
present a petition to the drug 
company at its temporary booth 
set up here at the sixth interna- 
tional AIDS conference. 

But when no officials showed 
up to accept the petition, coali- 
tion representatives presented 
their case to reporters. 

The coalition called on the 
drug company to distribute DDC, 


perimental AIDS drugs, the gov- 
ernment and the manufacturer 
have agreed to a so-called parallel 
track regimen in which the thug is 
given free to certain categories of 
patients before approval, while 
formal tests are still in progress. 

The parallel track arrangement 
was designed by government offi- 
cials as both a humanitarian ges- 
ture for victims of a fatal disease 
and to gain a greater understand- 
ing of bow well the drug works. 

Among tiie AIDS drags that 
have been tested in this manner 
are AZT, Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Co’s DDI and Lyphomed Inc’s 
Aerosol Pentamidine. 

David Barr of the AIDS Coali- 
tion to Unleash Power told repor- 
ters that activists had asked for a 


patients getting AZT; is expected 
to find DDC to be about as 
effective as AZT with leas toxic- 
ity, Dr. Thomas Merigap of tiie 
Stanford University Medical Cen- 
tre predicted to coherence dele- 
gates Thursday. 

While scientists at the confer- 
ence struggled with issues of 
genetics and clinical studies.Kay 
Russell-Fell was wrestling con- 
doms onto an air pump. 

Russell-Fell, a “rubber tech- 
nologist” for condom maker Lon- 
don International Group, is one 
of the big attractions among tiie 
commercial exhibitors displaying 
their wares. 


at no cost, to any AIDS patients meeting with company officials to 
interested in volunteering for an discuss such a programme but 


informal large-scale test of its had been refused. 


effectiveness in combination with 
ACT. 


ACT, made by London-based 
Wellcome PLC, is the sole FDA- 
approved drag against AIDS at 
this time. 

But its harsh side effects and 
the development of AZT-resis- 
tant strains of the AIDS rims 
have prompted scientists to start 
testing it in combination with 
other drugs in an effort to lessen 
its side effects and extend its 
effective life. 

Federal drug law bars the U.S. 


said one Asian diplomat in Col- 1 sale of unapproved drags. 


ombo. 


But for other promising ex- 


The drug maker and tiie U.S. 
Food and Drug Administratioo 
(FDA) last month approved a 
new test of DDC — limited to 
patients unable to tolerate both 
AZT and DDI — beginning 
Monday that will expand some- 
what the number of patients able 
to take the drag. 

But Barr said tiie company had 
put too many conditions on these 
new tests. 

Hoffmann- La Roche is de- 
veloping DDC under a licence 
from the U.S. National Institutive 
of Health. 

One DDC trial, which directly 
compares patients on DDC with 


Doctors, researchers and pub- 
lic polity makers, on a break 
from weighty discussions, flocked 
around RnsseO-FeD as he inflated 
condoms to heroic dimensions to 
prove their resilience. 

*Td wait just a bit,” he tokl a 
woman preparing to photograph 
the phenomenon, “it has a way to 
go.” 


The booth is one of four con- 
dom makers at the conference, 
along with nine drug companies, 
at least 15 companies selling 
AIDS virus test kits, and a variety 
of equipment, supply and service 
companies. 

In all, 91 companies are repre- 
sented, evidence that acquired 
immune deficiency syndromme 
(AIDS) is also a marketing 
opportunity. 



Politician robbed on 
way to cup match ' 


Quebec sullen after collapse of Meech Lake pact 


QUEBEC (R) — Following col- 
lapse of a deal to give it special 
status within Canada, French- 
speaking Quebec has closed the 
door on dialogue with its English 
fellow provinces. 

But there was no sig n that it 
was contemplating secession from 
the Canadian confederation, de- 
spite anger over the death of the 
Meech Lake Accord, which 
would have recognised Quebec as 
a “distinct society". 

In a speech that was both 
defiant and cautious, Quebec 
Premier Robert Bourassa said 
Saturday that he would boycott 
future constitutional talks among 
the 10 provinces and deal only 
with the federal government on a 
one-to-one basis. 

“From now on, we will be two 
parties negotiating, not 11,” 
Bourassa said. 

The accord fell apart Friday 
night, the eve of its ratification 
deadline, after the provinces of 
Manitoba and Newfoundland ad-' 
joumed their legislatures without 
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Canuduiii nationalists by cancell- 
ing his trip to the annual summit 
of province leaders, set for Au- 
gust, Bourassa shed little light on 
what he plans to do now that 
Quebec’s bluff has been effective-. 


ly called by English Canada. 

Throughout the three-year 
effort to pass the accord, with its 
provisions enabling Quebec to 
safeguard its predominantly 
French cultural heritage, Bouras- 
sa and national Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney fretted that fai- 
lure might spur a newiy-confident 
Quebec to secede. 

Partly as a result of Bourassa’s 
emphasis on economic develop- 
ment, Quebec has been trans- 
formed from a rural Catholic 
backwater into a wealthy pro- 
vince boasting one of the highest 
productivity rates in Canada. 

A matter of great pride to the 
province’s 6.5 million people, 
Quebec’s economic metamorph- 
osis provided the theme for Sun- 
day celebrations of the Day of 
Saint Jean Baptiste, a holiday 
commemorating French explor- 
ers’ pioneering journeys into the 
wilderness of 17th century North 
America. 

Bourassa, an Oxford-and 
Harvard-trained economist, 
moved quickly to assure jittery 
foreign investors that he would 
not act abruptly. 

“Whatever Quebec does must 
be decided calmly, realistically 
and lucidly,” he said. “We will in 
no way take any decision affect- 
ing the eamoraic security of 


Quebecers." 

Bourassa, chief of the pro- 
vince’s federalist Liberal Party, 
said no decisions would be taken 
until a panel he formed in the 
spring to study Quebec’s options 
submits its report in February. 

It remained to be seen if 
Bourassa’s mix of sabre-rattling 
and caution would appease the 
disgruntled French Canadian 
nationalists. 


His opponents, the pro- 
independent Parti Quebearis, 
have gained ground in tiie polls 
by advocating a tougher stand. 

“A lot of Quebecers favour 
independence,” said Parti 
Quebecois leader Jacques 
Parizeau, who proposed Friday 
that the leading parties work 
together to map out a future for 
the province. 


cautions that polls may not paint 
.an accurate picture. 

“People often take advantage 
of them to vent feelings that they 
might curb, when actually voting,” 
Claude Gauthier said. 

Even if Bourassa can quell the 
latest nationalist wave sweeping 
the province, the foil ore of the 
Meech Lake Accord had driven 
another wedge between French 
and English Canada that coold 
lead to divorce further down the 
line. 


NAPLES, Italy (AP) — A lead- 
ing Mozambican politician was 
robbed on his way to Saturday's 
World Cup second round soccer, 
match between Cameroon, and 
Colombia, police said. Mozambi- 
can Parliament Secretary Marce- 
lino Dos Santos was stuck in a 
traffic jam on his. way to Saj 
Paolo Stadium in Naples when* 
youth approached his chauffeur- 
driven car and .snatched- his bag- 
by smashing a rear -window. Doi- 
Santos tokl police the bag con- 
tained travelless’ cheques and. 
personal effects. They said Dos 
Santos bad refused a polkeoscart- 
wben be arrived in Rome several 
days ago. Dos Santos was a 
founder member of the Fre lhuo 
guerrilla movement which fought 
! for Mozambique’s independence 
from Portugal in tiie 1960s -and 
early 1970s. - 


i 


‘Zodiac’ gunman - f - 
stalks New Yorkers 


The latest opinion poll by the 
reputable Crop Agency erf Mon- 
treal showed that 57 per cent of 
Quebecers favoured sovereignty 
- a r-.nsd in the 70s 

v.’i'-za! hide pcnccr.ce 
while retaining strong economic 
links with English Canada. 

While the figure exceeds the 40 
per cent who voted for sovereign- 
ty in Quebec's 1980 referendum, 
tiie head of research at Crop 


If newly elected Liberal Party 
leader Jean Chretien beats Mul- 
roney in the next national elec- 
tion, as he well might, the still- 
warm relations between Ottawa 
and Quebec could quickly cool. 

Bourassa was outraged by 
Chretien’s glee at the accord’s 
collapse. “When I hear Chretien 
and (former national Prime 
Minister Pierre) Trudeau say 
Mulroney is responsible that is 
too much. They were the leaders 


rune years ago who put Quebec 
aside,” he said. 


Indeed, Quebec’s exclusion 
from Canada’s 1982 constituted 

m Tmdeau ’ TO tire 
wound Mahoney sought to hca! 

Meech Lake Accord in 1987. 


NEW YORK (R) — A gunman- 
who calls himself “zodiac? ’I -anti - 
apparently patterns himself en a 
1960s seatiaLltiUef in San Ftabd**_ 
co is selecting hi&victims by tibeir~ 
birtbdates, New York Gty jxtfice , 
say. Four men, identified by thdr - 
astrologicd signs, have beearshdt 
at dote rairige since early Marchr 
None of them have . dfed. The 
gunman, _who dahns to be~ ti» 
same Zotfiac serial kffler! Wbo ‘ 
stalked San Francisco, etched the 
astrological signs of Ins victiatrfe ■- 
notes Iefirat tee crime teepesjmd ' _ 
in letters to ^ the media: After 
interviewing^ the 1 latest . victim; 
police have warned New Yorkers, 
to be.tm^^rdfotany cooveraa- ■ 
turn with a stranger or' cateal - 
acquaintance m which, the praxmr 
asks: atom their birth date. 


Ohio: town gears (ip 
for toiler toss ; 


WADSWORTH, Ohio (R) J— 
Cbhtestaiiti'gatJbered in thissmaH 
cehtraf U.S: town:, are holding 
tteiLiireaths to see whether the 
world record for tossing a toilet 
wiH - be broken at the second 
annifffl Great Wad&Worth 
Toilet Toss. The local ~ptmnber 
has ran put of tire porcelam fix- 
tores to meet the demands of 200 .. 
contestants, some as far away as 
Australia, who are preparing for 
die finale of the four-day event 
“Yon just can’t find one any- 
where. Everyone’s practising,”' 
Eugene Kovack, 56, told Reu- 
ters. The world record' for hurling 
a toilet was set here last year by 
local resident Michael Kimmler 
who threw the 1 9-kilogr anu nefix- 
ture eight metres eight cen- 
timetres. The competition also 
includes prizes for style. . . 


Sacramento rules 
out 'manhole’ as 
sexist 


SACRAMENTO, California (R), . 
— The dty of Sacramento, which " 
has a female mayor, deckled the 
term “manhole” was sexist and 
has adopted the term “mamte- 
nance hole” as an alternative, f 
The city council will use the new; 
neutral terra on official maps. anH 
documents after adopting it this 
week. Public works officials origi- 
nally proposed the search for a 
non-sexist term for “manhole” in 
jest, but Mayor Anne Rodin 
liked the idea. Suggestions, tome 
of the m lewd, poured in from 
across North America as Sac- • 
ramento debated a new title! 
Suggestions included “road hole" / 
and “street hole,” but one eb- 
gm«r said: “They just don’t roll ’ 
off the tongue the way ‘manhole*, 
does. Changing the name will : 
not cost taxpayers a cent, officials '. 
said. “Manhole” does not appear 
on any metal covers on the dtv’s 
streets. ~ 


U.S. to protect 
spotted owl 


Washington (R)~Tfe:Gb?? 

»ted States, has declared tfe *. 

spotted owl X:i 
“reatened species in a prelude M . 
a recovery plan that could hai i^ 
fogging on millions of acres (bax- 
feres), cost thousands of jc*s afld,‘,; 
a major battle in Ccm-:' 




. ^ TTWMiH- oervtoeraC: 

I spedes protected^ 

owl under the 1973 






